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N 1748, Mr. Foster received from the University of Aberdeen 
a diploma, conferring on him the degree of Doctor in Di- 
vinity, accompanied with letters from Dr. Thomas Blackwell, 
the Principal, and from Professor David Fordyce. ‘The former 
wrote to him thus :—** I rejoice in an opportunity of shewin 
my regard for your person and character. For this end, 
chose that a diploma, creating Mr. Foster Doctor of Divinity, 
should be the first deed and instrument I should do and sign as 
Principal of this University. It is the amiable character to 
which I have there attempted to do some justice.” The latter 
addresses §im in this honourable strain -—** We beg you will 
be so good as to accept of the diploma, as a small mark of the 
sincere veneration we have for you, and of the sense we enter- 
tain of the eminent services you have done the cause of liberty, 
religion, and virtue, by your writings as well as public mstruc- 
tions.” In another letter, the date torn off, in answer to a 
letter from Mr. Foster, of the 26th of November, 1748, in 
which he appears to have refused the diploma, the Professor 
says: * I am glad that by our dispatch of what ought to have 
been dispatched long ago, we prevented Mr. Foster’s declining 
what so well becomes him to receive and us to confer. I assure 
you sincerely we rather seck to reflect honour on ourselves than 
to do you honour, by rightly placing the academical dignity, 
the principal value of which is the being at once highly merited 
and entirely unsolicited. Our Society means, by the just com- 
pliment inserted in the body of the diploma*, rather to express 
their esteem of the modest preacher, than to do full justice to 


_* Eaque mente virum vere egregium Jacobum Foster, dignum Evangelio mi- 
nistrum, ingenio, doetrina, eloquentia imsignem, virtutis et veritatis amicum, 
libertatis tam civilis quam Christiane vindicem, vitaque quam scriptis probatissumie 
licet clariorem, insigni honoris titulo promeritis decorare volentes, S.S. Theologia 
Doctorem creavimus, 
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. * . . r 
mirse was denounced acainst Mr. Houlton, his patron, for takane 
him into bis house, on bidding him Go. d-speed, in a virulent 


pamph let, supposed to have bee n written by a clerevman. 
In t73!, Dr. Fosiér published a valuable defence of Chris- 
tianity, ** generally and justly acknowledged,” savs Dr. Le- 


land, ** to be an ingenious performance and written with 
great clearness ‘of thought and expression.” {It was entitled, 
* The Usefulness, Truth, and Excellency of the Christian Re- 
ligion, defended against the Objections contained in a late 
Book, entitled, * Christianity as old as the Creation.’’? A 
second edition, with the addition of a postscript, followed the 
first lnpression, within the year. This performance, which 
excclled in solidity and precision, and ina freedom from every 
thing of which the opponent could take advantage, did the 
author ereat honour, as worthy of the subject. Even Tindall 
himself is said to have spoken of it in terms of particular 
respect. 

In 1733, there came from the press a volume of Dr. Foster’ 
Sermons on divers subjects. A ae ion fiteraiy journal wsoice 
of them n hich terms, as amonest the best sermons which 
Eneland had produced, displaying piety, candour, and mode- 
ration : br die! reasoning, ane d a tare t@ advance nothing but 
on the incontestable pi rinciples of reason and natural interpre- 
tations of Scripture. The reputation,” sevs the writer, 
*} which the Preacher has re ag ot and whitey attracts (a 
crowded auditory from all parties, has lost nothing by the pub- 
lication of these sermons: solid exccilence and ri al beauties are 
independent of the graces of delivery*.” — A late ndiiieled 
WV riter, not parti: ul to divines, or even to Christianity, speaks 

of Foster’s sermons as “ always moderate and judicious ;” an , 
on the perusal of the article we have quoted, he s: ws: “ T have 
finished the 16th volume of the Bibliothéque Raisonnée: it 
contains Foster’s Sermons. Wonderful! a divine preferring 
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reason to faith, and more afraid of 

One of these sermons, on th subi ct of he SVg CUES 
author the animadversions of Jr. Henry Steobing. a ¢ haplain 
in Ordinary to his M ajesty, and Preacher to the Fion. Society 
ot Gray's 3 Inn, and gave occ 4S] mtoa controve rsy which CA- 
tended through several publications that ex —— much atten- 


tion ; the titles of which were, 1. ** A Letterto Mr. Foster on 


the Subj. ct of Heresy, 1735: 2. * An Answer to Dr. Steb- 
bing’s Letter on the Subject of Heresy ; in a Letter to the: Doc- 
tor; by James Foster, 193: nize « A Seco — — ter to Mr. 
Foster on the Subject of Heresy, in Anuswe! 3 First; by 
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* Bib. Raison. Amsterdam. Vol. XVI. 1736. pp. 42. 
+ Gibbon’s Lif Vol. i. pp. 107. 142. 
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Henry Stebbing, D.D. 1735:” 4. “ An Answer to Dr. Steh- 
bing’s Second Letter on the Subject of Heresy; in which the 
whole Controversy is fairly stated and re-examined ; by James ' 
Foster, 1736: 5. A True State of the Controversy with | 
Mr. Foster on the Subject of Heresy ; in answer to his Second 
Letter, by Henry Stebbing, D.D. 1736 :” 6. “ An Answer 
to Dr. Stebbing’s ‘ True State of the Controversy with Mr. ¢ 
Foster on the Subject of Heresy ;’? by James Foster, 1737.” 
The sentiment advanced by Mr. Foster (from Tit. ii. 10, 11.) 
was, that a heretic was one who, contrary to his own convic- 
tion, majntained any doctrine ; and he inferred that as none 
can ordinarily tell who is self-condemned, without the gift of 
discerning spirits, the use of the rule laid down in that passage 
was seonlion to the apostles’ time, Dr, Stebbing contended, 
that the meaning was, that such a person not studying, like 
many other offenders, to conceal his crime, and thereby 
obliging others to prove it, but openly declaring and maintains 
ing his sentiments, was accused and condemned out of his 
own mouth *. 

Dr. Stebbing, in the tone of an assuming dogmatist, began 
the debate in a strain that tended to draw an odium on the 
opinion and doctrine of the person with whom he entered 
the lists; and his arguments led to support and justify spiritual 
domination and tyrannyt. ‘The controversy produced the fol- 
lowing epigrammatic lines, that appeared in the Gentleman’s 
Magazine :— 


‘* The Doctor states the case so odd, 
That both are in the lurch— 
Stebbing a heretic to God, 
And Foster to the Church, 


** The Doctor is in a hopeful case, 
Poor Foster is undone: 

For Heav’n, we know, abounds with grace, 
Alas! the Church has none.” 


Three volumes of sermons, within a few years, followed the 
appearance of the first: but his mast splendid publication, with 
respect to the patronage with which it was favoured, and the 
manner in which it was printed, was “ Discourses on all the 
Principal Branches of Natural Religion and Social Virtue,” 
2 vols. 4to. It was honoured with the names of no less than 
two thousand subscribers. In these discourses, as the author 
observes, some things, perhaps, will be found that are not se 


* Doddridge’s Course of Lectures, Vol. Il, p. @, 3. ve. 
} Bib, Raison, Vol NVI, p.advas. 
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common in writings of this kind, or are illustrated in a new and 
peculiar manner; and one chief view throughout the whole 
was to render both the principles and proofs of natural religion, 
which equally concern all without distinction, fully intelligible 
to all, by omitting, as much as possible, all philosophica poe 
scholastic terms, and * reducing more involved and abstruse 
demonstrations to a plainer form.” It is thought that he de- 
stroyed his health by too close an application to this work. ‘To 
the second volume are annexed, * Offices of Devotion suited 
to the Principal Subjects treated upon in the foregoing Dis- 
courses.” ‘These prayers have been deservedly pronounced 
‘¢ rational and sublime*.’”’ His works were translated into fo- 
reign languages, and spread his name through distant kingdoms. 

Dr. Foster, besides the works already mentioned, published 
several funeral sermons ; as, for Mr. Wilkes, the father, it is 
conceived, of the celebrated John Wilkes ; for the Rev. Mr, 
Ashworth; and for the Rev. and venerable Confessor, Thomas 
KE mlyn ; and also an account of Lord Kilmarnock. His style 
is described as manly, polished, flowing, and perspicuous. 
‘* He paid,” says Mr. ‘Bulkley, “an habitual attention to the 
strength and purity of our langua age, and by his works has 
contributed not a little towards preserving its foree and dig- 
nity, amidst that crowd of loose and venal writers, who are 
every day enfeebling and debasing it. His address was lively 
and penetrating ; turcible, but yet soft and tender; raised and 
elevated, but neither boisterous nor assuming ¢.” 

Without employing any delusive arts to bribe the passions, 
to play with the imagination, and to impose on the under- 
standing, he rose to great celebrity as a preacher. ‘The scope 
and tendency of his discourses was practical and moral: the 
sentiments which he delivered, with freedom and without re- 
serve, were rational and judicious : his voice was sweet, strong, 
and harmonious : : his action was graceful, forcible, and grave, 
tree from violence and distortion; his appropriate, well-placed, 
and solemn pauses awakened attention, and gave energy to the 
important truths he delivered. Pope has borne testimony to 
bis talents and his fame :— 


*¢ Let modest Foster, if he will, excel 
Ten Metrapolitans in preaching well.” 


Some lines that were circulated in that day, descriptive of 
the different manner and characters of the eminent Dissenting 
Ministers, his contemporarics, thus delineate his excellencies - 


* Duncombe’s * Letters by several Eminent Persons,” Vol. Ul. p. 15. 
t Sermon eg the Death of Dr. Foster, p. 22. 
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‘¢ But see the accomplished Orator appear, 
Refined his language, and his reason clear ! 

Thou, Foster, only, hast the pleasing art, 

At once to charm the ear, and mend the hearf.”’ 


Dr. Foster, amidst all sr popr ularity and eclat, was modes 
and humble. His zeal for the pro motion of every person: al and 
social virtue kept pace with his imcreasing fame, W hat he 
aimed at was, as he wre assures us, ** the advancement ot 
the glory of Christ, and the exaltation of his divine religion : 
and I take this SPER URI», Says he™, ‘to declare, in an 
aye in which scepticism preva uls to a high degree, that l esteem 
it an honour to be a firm i ieee, and. from devotedness ef 
mind, a preacher and public advocate for the Christian insti- 
tution; and think all those justly chargeable with great base- 
ness, pusillanimi ty, and hypocrisy, who cithe - preach or pro- 
fess it for the sake of popularity, or any worldly considera- 
tion whatsoever, without being themselves real and hearty 
Christians.” 

His civil principles were full of loyalty to the Hanover Fa- 
mily, and he laboured to dissemimate sentiments of public vir- 
tue and true patriotism; but he discarded the authority of the 
magistrate in religion, ‘* The magistrate’s authority in mat- 
ters of cons science,” s says he, in his chapter on government, 
** must be nothing, unless it be unlimited and absolute.in all 
Instances; to assert which would be to abolish reason, con- 
science, aud integrity aliogether, and to exclude the govern- 
ment of God himself. To allow the m: agistrate a rigl it to ime 


pose the minutest article in religion | is directly calculated, and 


the experience of the world shews, that it has no other usual 
effect than, to — e ignorance, slavery, and misery. <A F 
‘ bhic leading im relig : has usually been the bane of know- 
edve and rational piety, ead continucs at this day, in almost 


ail nauons, to be no better than the establishment of false- 
hood and iniquity by law.’’ 

The writer of this memoir re collects, that Dr. Foster was 
spoken of as distinguished | by his humanity and compassion: ate 
sympathies. In the goodness of his spirit, Dr. Flem ing traces 
the re al grounds of his popularity, Although his fine genius 
hts lively i imagination, had, ” says he, “ the aid-of an année. 
mon sprig ‘itliness and vivacity in his address, as well as the 
decorations of chosen dic tion, masterly expression, and sublime 
idea ; yet the generosity ¢ of his spirit gave the most captivating 
touches in all his composiuons. Fis manly sympathies had in 


} 
them the fire, the energy, that so irres} istibly charms. His be- 


* Conclusion, in Discourses, Vol, I. p. 269. 








Menisirs of Dr. James Foster. 63 


aeficence was so extraordinary, that he never reserved any of 
his appomtnicnts for his own future use; but his poor brethren 
yn the mimistry, the wi dow, the ftathe rless, the distressed, were 
his treasure.” An ideal occurs to the seculles tion of him 
who now holds the pen, which he heard in the days of his 
youth. ‘Phe Doctor was passing by a door, around which a 
crowd was gathered; on inquiring into the cause, he learred 
thai the man of the house was under the hands of the bailiffs, 
who were about to carry hun to jail for a debt of 10/. His 
pity was moved, and he kindly and generously stopt the pro- 
cess, by engaging to discharge the debt for the afflicted stran- 
Phe oni ly method he adopted to provide for a day of ina- 
bility was, by storing his library with curious and vy: iluable edi- 
tions of the sinamc s, the sale of which mignt be productive of 
me relicf in a future emergency *. Had it not been for the 
two iin suvseribers to lis ** Discourses on Natural Reli- 
cion, &c.” he must have died possessed of scarcely any pro- 
pertv ; ** for, among wl lis objects of compassto yn,’’ as Or. 
 leming expresses it, “ that most remote from consideration 
was himself.’ 


His chapters on the divine perfections exhibit the clevated 


sentiments of piety which he entertained ; and the “ Offices of 
Devotion,’ which accom] panied his Discourses, and were 
aiterwards’ printed | by them elves, disp lay the s spirit - his piety. 

ef had the happy art of kim Aitig and raising devout affec- 
tions, when he le I the public homage, that even the enemy to 
tree prayer could not avoid bem fermen itly engaged, In e arly 
life, the principle of divine faith animated and su pported him. 


6 WI hen a young student called upon him during the discom- 
pe sing times in the West, W ho seemed a little dis spirited, Mr, 
loster, looking stedfastly in his face, said to him: ** What? 
dlost thou think there is no truth in the promises? First, seck 
the kingdom ot God" and his . zhteousness, and all other things 
shall be added. All ar vall work together for good ta 
them that love God, &e.”’ [n a lucid interval, about six weeks 
before his death, -he spoke with great clearness and conhection 
upon these words of the Apostie: “If in this life only we 
have hope in Christ, we are of all men mosf miserable :” 
choosing to apply them to his own condition, and shewing 
that in the moments of reflection his thoughts and faith were, 
to the last, fixed on the | romises and hope: ; of the gospel. 

‘Lo the end of life, however, obloquy and odium ace ompanied 
the name of this amiable and excellent. man; and bigowry in~ 


* On the information of Dr. William Harris, author of the Life of James I. 
Charlies 1. and I. and Oliver Cromwell, after tlre nranner of Bayle 
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sulted, as it were, his ashes ; for it is said, that after his = 9 ae 
some persons collected themselves over his grave, and ¢ ance 
4, with airs of triumph. This triumph was as transient as it er 
mean and barbarous. On his tomb his name was recorde 
with honour :— 


EPITAPH OF DR. JAMES FOSTER. 





** Tere lie the Remains of 
James Foster, D.D. 


Born at Exeter, in Devonshire, 16th Sept. 1697. 
Early trained up to academical studies, 
And prepared for the Sacred Work to which he devoted himself, 
By diligent researches into the Holy Seriptures, 
And the assistance they afford as a guide to natural reason, 
As also by serious picty, elevated thought, 
Happy facility in composing, and fluency of expression, 

His judgment in Divine Things not guided by the opinions of others, 
Produced many discoverics and writings out of the common way, 
Some in defence of the Christian religion, 

But most in recommending love towards God and men. 
Notwithstanding the censures which fell npon him, 

He was candid towards all whom he believed sincere, 
seneficent, to the neglect of himself, 

Agreeable and usefal in conversation, 

And careful to avoid even the appearance of evil. 
dle began his ministry in the West country, 

Under great discouragements, 

Was ordained Pastor, in July, 1724, at Barbican, in London, 
And, after twenty years’ service there, 

Removed to Pinner’s-hall, in the same city. 

In December, 1748, the University of Aberdeen, in Scotland, 
Conferred on him, unsought, the degree of Doctor in Divinity. 
His eloquence procured him many hearers, of different persuasious 
Till at length, by his great assiduity, ir preaching, and writing, 
He sunk into a nervous disorder, 

Which, increasing upon him for two or three years, 

Put an end to his life, 5th Nov. 1753, 

In the 57th year of his age.” 





? 


The above inscription, on a handsome tomb in Bunhill- 
ficlds, is not the only memorial of the high estimation in 
which his talents and virtues were held. John Billingsley, 
Esq. of Oakhill, in the parish of Ashwick, Somersetshire, 


some years since re-built, in a modern and handsome stvle of 


archrt 


ecture, the house in which Dry. Foster, in his younger 
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years, found a retreat from clamour and contest. It stands 
in a very romantic situalon, In a fine fruitful vale, richly wooded 
with a variety of trees and shrubs on either side the slopes 
which bound its extent, and patched with huge rocks, which 
project through the foliage from the lofty brow of the cliffs. Ta 
the garden is an old suminer-house, yeni n st covered with WY, 
mn which he studied. A small stone, placed therem, is me- 
scribed to his memory in the following words : * Sacred to the 
memory of the celebrated James Foster, D.D. who, in this 
humble and retired mansion, secluded from the fury of bigots 
and the cares of a busy world, spent several years, and com- 
posed many of those excellent Discourses on Natural Relicion 
ind Social Virtue (with the annexed Offices of Devotion) 
Which have been read with universal admiration during the last 
and present ages ; and which, while they exhibit to p osterity 
the most beautiful display of the divine atiril yutes, and import- 
ant duties of human life , will immortalize the name and me- 


! > >) 


mory of their learned and pious author *. 
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** MEMOIRS OF DR. PRIESTLEY—BEATTIE—TOPLADY. 


To the Editor of the Month ly Repository. 
SIR, 


Rom the reeard which I have always borne to the character 
and writines of Dr. Priestley, [ never could look into his 

kxamination of Reid, Beattie, and Oswald,” especially the 
Dedication of that work, without regret. The Scotch Doctors 
are there arraigned with a solemnity rather ludicrous, consi- 
—— that they are only charged with Cpe Sem delm- 
quent In justice to the author, it should be add = hat mn 
his Mdevacied (p. 78) he speaks of the ** Kxamnu on” as 
«* written in a manner he did not entirely approve.’ if wr wish 
he had expressed in still stronger terms his disapprobauion of a 
stvle ot writing trom which he was, { think, In vemer al, rC- 

kably free, for an author so often involved in controversy. 

“ was led to these observations by reading the interesting 

volume of Dr. Priestley’s Memoirs, &c. where his learned 


. Callin: on’ s © History of Somersetshire,” Vol. Il. p. 449, 450. N. B.—The 
precedin emoir, where other authorities are not quoted, is drawn up from the 
nished by Dr. Flemine’s and Mr. Bulkicy’s Sermons onthe Death of 
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annotator, Mr. Cooper, has brought a charge against one of 
the before-mentioned doctors, in his character of a poet, far 
more serious than anv thing of which Dr. Priestley had accused 
the triumvirate. In the Appendix (p. 319. Note) having quoted 
part of a Latin ode by Gray, from his Life fi. 44), In which 
that poet appears to indulge too readily $6 the sad solace of 
eternal sleep,’’ Mr. Cooper adds—* [t is still more singular 
that Dr. Beattie, with all his professions of Christianity, should 
not have been aware of the atheistical complexion ot the fol- 
lowing passage of his * Hermit.” 


‘* Nor yet for the ravage of winter I mourn, 
Kind Nature the embryo blossom shall save: 
But when shall spring visit the mouldering urn ? 
O! when shali it dawn on the night of the grave !”” 


Tecan see nothing here to justify the annotator’s censure 3 
and I am persuaded that Mr. Cooper, in his judicial capacity, 
would at once dismiss from his court a charge supported by 
such insufficient evidence. It would be trifling to remark, that 
the word ** Nature,’’ especially in the licence of poetic diction, 
commonly designs the Author of nature; and what are the 
lines quoted, connected with those which precede them, but, 
like Young's ** True Estimate of Human Life,” (the second part 
of avhich never appeared,) a statement of one, and that the me- 


lancholy view of man’s condition. ‘The whole of those stanzas 
reminds me of a passage in the book of Job (xiv. 7—10.) which 


probably our Poet had in recollection, where a beautiful deserip- 
tion of the annual revivals of the vegetable world is closed by 
this aflecting inquiry: ‘* But man dieth, and wasteth away: 
yea, man giveth up the ghost, and where is he ?”’ , 

The original edition of the  Hermit,’’ the only part which 
has been set to music, and the only one, I am persuaded, 
which Mr. Cooper had seen, ended with the stanza to which 
he has attributed an * atheistical complexion,” of which I 
much doubt whether you or your readers will be aware,” any 
more than was Dr. Beattie himself. The poet, however, was 
Hot satistic d with having left man in the night of the grave,” 
that ne plus u/tra of rational philosophy. I have before me 
an edition of his poems, in 1780, where the following stanzas 
are added, not, | believe, for the first time :— ; 


‘+ Twas thus, by the glare of false science betrav’d 
That leads to bewilder, and dazzles to blind, | 
My thoughts wont to roam from shade onward to shade 

Destruction before me, and sorrow behind : 
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O, pity, great Father of Light! then I ery’d, 

[hy creature who fain would not wander from thee: 
Lo! humbled in dust, I relinquish my pride ; 

From doubt and from darkness thou only can’st free. 


And darkness and doubt are now flying away, 
No longer | raam in conjecture forlorn : 
So breaks on the traveller, faint and astray, 
The bright and the balmy elfulgence of morn. 
See Truth, Love, and Mercy , in triumph descending, 
And Nature all glowing, in Eden’s first bloom ! 
On the cold cheek of Death smiles and roses are blending, 
And Beauty immortal awakes from the tomb!” 


These lines will be allowed to appear consistent with the 
author’s ‘ professions of C hristianity,” and to express very 
hi ap pily the sentiments of those who, * “depending on the truth 
of the Christian Scriptures, look forward with anxious hope to 
a continued and more perfect state of existence after death.” 
Mr. Cooper could not possibly know, that before his insinua- 
trons against Dr. Beattie could be read i in Britain, the subject 
of them would be “ out of hearing, far away in the land where 
all things are forgotten.” Should this letter come under the 
eve of the learned annotator, I doubt not but he will do ample 
justice to the author of the * Henmit, ” whose Poetry, unless 
the feelings of youth and manhood have both deceived me, 
will be read and admired, when his Metaphysics may have been 
long and deservedly forgotten. 

isetore I quit the ‘* Memoirs,” give me leave to add, concern- 
ing Toplady, that © fierce polemic i Issuing from his den,” who 
1s justly 1 r epresented (in p. 321) as having ** connected the doc- 
trine of necessity with all the bigotry of Calvinism,” that he 
occasionaliy corresponded with Dr. Priestley, who wished to 
make hima philosophical necessarian, and whom he appears 
to have treated with great respect, though he assailed his Ar- 

Minian antagonists, Sellon, Wesley, &c. with more than War- 


etal insolence. Soon after To} plady’s death, in 1778, his 
posthumous works were publish id. They are a strange me lley, 
brought together by a needy relation, who emptied his eseru- 
toire to fill a volume. There are two letters to Dr. Priestley, 
one of which has the following passage, the only one I remem- 


ber, and which exhibits a curious contrast ot images. ‘* Leta 


inan's principles be oe as hell, it is nothing to me if he has 
the courage toavow them. [love a man whow I can hold up 
aS a piece of chrystal, and look through hum: for this I have 
always admired Dr. Priestley.” Toplady was a democratic 


olutucian, anda determined toe of the American war. He dpe 
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‘rs from his letters to have been well acquainted with Mr, 
Burch. the author of * Political Disquisitions, and Mrs. 
Macaulay: in a letter to her he gives a particular account of 
the sudden death of Mr. Thomas Hollis, with whom be also 
seems to have been in habits of mtercourse. 


J] remain, Sir, yours, 


_ — 


itr 


THE REV. S. CLARK-—ECLE( TIC REVIEW. 


To the Editor of the Monthly Repository. 


T was elad to see in your number for December*, the 
memoirs of the Rev. Mr. Clark, of Birmingham. [ believe ali 
I! assent to the justice of the character there 
eiven hom. Phe writer. [ presume, will not be offended if, to 
the account of fil few pubiications, you should add that he 
was the editor of Dr. Doddridee’s Lectures, and that he executed 


; : 
who knew him w 


that important oth with ereat industry and yudenrent, as his 
. . . ~~ « a 

own modest advertisement prehixed will sufhicrentiv shew. It 
‘ « 


But | should not have troubled you with this note, had it not 
been for an uncandid and unjust reflection upon Mr. Clark, as 
well as upon he Academy of which he was a tulor, ina late 
num) { the Eclectic Review, in the article on the Life of 
Dr. P ,p. 92348 LT shall not think it worth my while to 


inimadvert upon the whole passage respecting the Daventry 
Academy, nor shall | atte Ipt a vindication of the method of 
education there pursued, according to Dr. Doddridge’s plan. 


} 


Such expressions as, ** the rank weeds of that rotten bed’ —* in 
such a polluted soil, and amidst the mephvtic exhalations, no 
holy dispositions can possibly flourish,’ &c. deserve nothing 
} ‘Lhe passage | meant particularly tu notice is 
what relates to Mr. Clark, which contains, however, no friendly 
Insinuation respecting the other worthy tutor. It is this: On 
leaving Dr. Ashworth and his Arian colleague, Mr. Priestley 
settled,’ Nec. For what purpose was this frightful name, Arian, 
applied to Mr. Clark, but to fix a strema ‘upon his character, 
and upon that of his worthy colleague? So, other excellent and 
candid men have been stigmatized by bigots, amone whom 
may be mentioned the amiable Dr. Watts, and with equally 
ist ° Crive me leave LO tel] this liberal Re viewer, 
through yout channel, that Mr. Clark was no Arian, ‘This 
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‘ 


. . . | » , _. > ’ 

vht. indeed, be presumed from Dr. Doddridge’s high esteem 
mis it, ti - . | 7 ns 
for him: wm t I had the pleasure of knowme him personally, 
beime partly under his tuition; and | have suthcient evidence, 
hough Mr. ¢ Clark did not profess to believe the Athanasian 


that t 
on “d, he was no more an Arian than the compiler of it. Let 
‘ . ’ ‘ ’ 
is }’eclectic Reviewer then take care for the future, when he 


sé 


wives cmnaerth jus names to any, that they be founded in 


+. “ 


TRUTH, 


REMARKS ON STONE’S VISITATION SERMON, 


r , , age Ae . ° a i 4 . ‘ hs . 
/ Uv lt 4 il 0} of ‘ Monthly ic DOSITO) Ve 


Tue following remarks were found written on the front 
pace and margins of a copy of Mr. Stone’s sermon belonging 
toa friend of mine, by a clereyvman who has lately written 
largcly on the subject of prophecy. IT offer no observation on 
place and manner of inserting them fentirely without mv 


‘ 


, } } 
ha s consent, or even Kn wied Cs till the pamp! ict Was re 


aa ~ 


~* 


> 


turned to him by another clerevman to whom it had been lent, 
with permission indeed to shew it), except that 1 seems to give 
the proprietor of the book, so spotled, a pertect liberty to make 
what use of them he pleases. He therefore desires that they 
e sent to your useful Miscellany; in order that Mr. 


Wray } 
Stone, or any other person, may have the opportunity to notice 
¢. ty 1 ! 
and answer them; which, perhaps, would not be difficult. At 
feast, a public discussion cannot fail to be ultimately beneficial 
’ | : 


iO thie cause of truth. 
4 Bey hk a «% 1] 5.3 ¥ " . h , lil» » eae Be 
An early insertion wiliobliic¢e your Dumobdie seryant, 


Va B. 


** Nr. Stone must have read the ancient prophets in a most cur. 
sory manner, to hazard the strange assertions which the reader will 
find in the following discourse. ‘The prediction contained in Siicah 
v. 2. is expressly applied by the Chaldee paraphrast to the Messiah, 
just as the chief priests (Matt. ii. 0.) rightly interpreted it to Herod : 

kt tu, Bethlehem Ephrata,—ex te coram me prodibit Christus.’’ 
lt is one of the mmauy passages under the Law, wherein the divinity 
of our blessed Saviour is unequivocally declared. le, whom David 
styles ** God’—whom Isaiah styles ** the mighty God, the Father 
of Eternity’’--whom Zechariah ‘dignities with the ine smetiicable 
name of ** Jehovah,”’ representing him, neveriheless, as sent by Je. 
hovah: he it is whose goings forth are declared by Micah to have 
been from of old, from everlasting, although in his human capacity 
he should be born at Bethlehem : he it is, whom the writers of the 
New Testament assert to be God, manifest in the tlesh—Cod, who 


a) 
-_ 
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hath purchased the church with his own blood ; the pre-existent 
Creator of the universe, equal with God the Father, King of Kings, 
and Lord of Lords, Alpha and Omega, the Be ginning and the nd, 
the First and the Last. Compare : salm xiv. 6.7. 11. Isaiah ix. 6,7. 
Yech. ii. 8-13. Micah, v. 2. ¥ Timothy, ii. 16. Acts, XX. 28. 
Coloss. . 15—17. Phil. il. 6. Rev. nix. 16. XAil. 13, 16. Mr. 
Stone has completely — the prophecy in Isaiah vii. 14 —16. 
* "Phe child’’ mentionsd i verse 16, is Shear-Jashub, not Emma. 
nuel. As Dr. Kennicot rightly observes, the word ought to be 
translated ** this child.’? Isaiah holds his son in his hand, and points 
to him. The word gy only oceurs seven times in the bible, and 
it invariably denotes either a ** virgin,’’ or ** a state of virginity.’’ 
lis very derivation, indeed, shews its import. A virgin was c alled 
ssp, from the concealed retired condition in which young unmar- 
ried women were kept in the ast. Nothing is more common in 

Bible than a ** prophetic” sign. llere an event remotely fufure 
wa ign to Ahaz of speedily a pproaching « deliverance. A virgin 
shall bear a son, whose nature shall be so mysterious as to justify his 
being called ** God with os.’’ or, as Jere “niah styles him, ** Jehovah 
our Righteousness.’ This last name the LXX write Lecedex, 
making ita compound proper name, like kmmanuel. It is snper- 
flnous to point out to the discerning reader, that not a shadow of 
proof is given of the supposed interpolations in St. Matthew and 
elsewhere. But, though proof be wanting, we have Mr. Stone's 


prose derxid - ignorance of the church- history is lamentable: he 
represents » Athanasian ‘Trinity as being a yet further conmepton 
ol the at Trini y. Arius and Athanasine were contempor aries 


an i the op imions of Aris were opposed, ou their first promulg ation. 

ld the opinions of Athanasius. But pe rhaps 
Mr. Stone will require us to believe, that al! those passag es in the 
very earliest fathers, wherein the divinity of Christ is asserted. are 
mere interpolations. If so, he will certainly out-Procrustes even 
rocrustes himself. Mer. Stone wishes to substitute a subscription 


| 
by those who already hi 


| 


te the Seriptures only, for a Subscription to the articles. What 
Scriptures? Certainly not the Se riptures as they stand at present ; 
for Mr. S. rejects all those parts of them which declare the divinity 
of Christ, and the atonement, as spurious interpolations. It is 
plain, therefore, that he modestly reguzres the church to subscribe to 

Scriptures; that is to say, the Scriptures when garbled and 
the mere conjectural emendation of the Rector of Cold 


Norton. For the doctrine of atonement, it is declared in Jewish 


mutilated by 


prophecy, see Tsaiah li. 4-8. 11, 12. Dan. ix. 24~—96. Ide 
pot ntion the Levitical sacrifices, particniarly the Paschal Lamb, 
becanse Mr. 8. would pri rbably de eny the whole scheme of types and 
anti.fvpes : vet the reader may compare John i. 36. and Rev. v. 6. 
&. 0, Ll. with the institution of the Passover.” 








To the Supporters of the Unitarian Fund. 


MY CHRISTIAN BRETHREN, 

Aw advocate for those views of the doctrine of the Divine 
Unity which you espouse, has read the report of the commence- 
mient and progress of the measures which you have adopted to 
promote the reception of that doctrine, with sacred pleasure, 
Indulge him, if he wishes, to animate your efforts, and to ex. 
press the satisfaction which their nature and the opening pros- 
pect of their eventual success afford him. Accept his congra- 
tulations on the propitious circumstances which enlivened your 
first annual mecting, and tended to encourage and stimulate 
the prosecution of the laudable design in w hich you have em- 
barked. You felt that your design met with an approbation on 
which you had not cale ulated. You felt yourselves invited to 
proceed in it with vigour and resolution, tempered with can- 
dlour and prudence. It was a great consolation, we are told, 
to that excellent confessor, Mr. Thomas Emlyn, who suffered 
obloquy, imprisonment, and fines, in the beginning of the 
eighteenth ce ntury, that he lived to see the progress of those very 
principles which had exposed him to rage and ignominy. He 
had, in the prime of his days, sustained severe persecution tor 
strenuously, but modestly, asserting the unity and supremacy of 
the One God and Father of all: under the infirmities and languor 
of old age, and in the view of death, it was a ground of rejoicing 
to see the truth which he had defended, at the loss of his good 
name, substance, and liberty, spreading us power; and to 
witness, that though he himself had suffered ‘ as an evil doer, 
even unto bonds, “yet the word of God was not bound *,”’ 

You, Chri: stians, have beheld the increasing progress of jus st 
sentiments concerning the Divine Unity. Some of you, per- 
haps a considerable proportion of your number, aree xamples of 
the power of truth, of the energy of good sense and plain 
Scripture, col ‘recting, in this instance, the errors of education, 
and tn imphing over the many prejudices which fix the adhe- 
rence of numbers to those errors. I have often reflected, with 
surprise and pleasure, on the great and increasing spread of 
those opinions, which, in my early years, were deemed highly 
heretical. It is an incontrovertible fact, that numbers, if not 
all, who have sat down, calmly and diligently, to investigate 
the grounds on which rest the co inmonly received opinions 
eoucerning the person of Christ and the doctrine of the Trinity, 


#* Dr. Foster's Funeral Sermon for Mr. Emlyn, p. 38. 274%. 
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, every motive from education, authority, popularity, and 
interest to ; lh them to those principles, have, at the enc 1 of 
their ing ) , convinced that they had no solid support 

iS . What 1s to expe ted. but that this will be 


and 1 at 1S to be expected from con- 
ed. spreading, and growing ‘inqu iries, but new convictions 


; 


The commencement of your measures, for the dissemination 
toe of God Pr of his Christ, 1s favourable 


otto 
to al . Tt omens well. You behold the suc- 
cess of your efforts: you look forward to their future efficacy, 


1 with devout exultation, you say, within vourselves, ‘* Great 
nd at will prevail.” But, besides probabilities, 
besides conclusions drawn from the natural tendency of free 
and serious inquiry—besides appearances that augur the pro- 
gress of truth—vou have ** a more sure word o} p! rophecy’ : on 
which to form your hopes The sure acelie yf prop hecy realises 
‘4patons, and converts conjectures into faith, On the 


uithority of divine o:acles, you may build your hope of the 


, of s knowledge—of the extirpation of error— 
and of the final general reception of just views concerning the 


unity of God, in particular, 

Fhe divine oracle spoken by Isaiah declares, chap. xi. 4. 
s¢ The earth shall be full of the knowledge of the Lord, as the 
waters cover the sea.”’ Chap.i. 2. “* it shall come to pass in 

. untaln of the Lord’s house shall be 
established in the top of the mountains, and shall be exalted 
above the hills, and all nations shall flow unto it.” Chap. 
xxix. 8. ** In that day shall the deaf hear the words of the 

of the gy shall see out of obscuri tY, and 
out of darkness.” Verse ‘Thev also that erred im the 


") hall come to waaaie and they that murmured 
; docurme.” ‘Lhe divine oracle declares, by Jeremiah, 


| ++ 1, |. _ 9 ais » | , 1 ‘ 
te benold, the days come, saith the Lord. that 


Paill mal w covenant with the house of Israel. and with 
the | eof Judah. Twill put my jaw in their inward parts, 
n it mm their hearts, and I will be their God, ant they 

aha} 1 pic. And they shall teach no more every man 
} hbour, and every man lis brother, savine, Know the 
v shall Know me, from the least of them unto 

t them, on the Lord.” ‘This declaration is re- 
\ ity [lch. vin. 8. to revive the « xpectation 

i our VIEN Stouts full accomplish 
leclared this, in Daniel, both 


bie Li ( | 


‘ . J 1) ; StoTie whi hy Slin »t C N\ is } de 
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nezzar’s imace, and was intended to represent a Kingdom the 
God of Heaven would set up, is to * Ang a great monn- 
tain, and to fill the whole c¢arth,”” chap. ii. 34,35. Then it is 
predicted, chap. xu. 4. © Many shall run to nid fro, and 
knowle dere : shall be inereased.”” The divine oracle has directed 
our views to the same event, by the parables of Jesus: by one 

of ** a grain of mustard, which a man took and sowed }n his 
fields; which is the Teast of all seeds, but, when it is grown, 
itis the ereatest amony herbs, and becomes a tree, and the 
birds of the air come and lodge in the branches thereof :” and 
by another parable, of ** a little leaven, which a woman took, 
aud hid in three measures of meal, till the whole was leavened.”’ 
Matt. xiii. $31—33. Both these parables are prophetical, and 
point to one event, the growing and universal spread of Chris- 
tian truth, or of the religion taught by Christ; of which one 
fondaméntal article is, ** ‘hat the Lord our God is one Lord; 
and the other is, that Jesus is the Christ; aman approved of 
God, whom? God hath raised up and made both Lord and 
Chirist ;? Matt. xxit.37. compared with Deut. vil 5. and Acts 
uM. 22, 52, 361 

You will regal to: memory, with pleasure and with’ hope, 
these prophetic declarations, as justifving the expectation that 
the taith you profess—the behef that the Father 1s the only trué 
God, and that Jesus_of Nazareth ts’ the C hrist, hi€ anomted 
Messenger and ‘Setvant. Jobn xvii. 3% is the truth with which 
all flesh, avreeably’to the praver of your Lord, sh all, in due 
season, bed jome acquainted’; that praver of sublime devotion td 
his Father, ‘and of diffusty benevolence’ to mankind, with 
which, by a predictive: spirit, he closed his mmistry. . 

The ** sure word of prophecy,” uttered by the seers of oldi 
and confirmed by the words of Jésus, the true ard faithful 
AWVitness, hath predict: ‘d (referring, in particular, to the rise arid 
spréad, and universal influence of the Gospel) the future preva- 
lence of divine knowledge. Phe prophetic spirit foresaw and pres 
dicted) that the Gospel itself, after rt had been embraced. in #4 
purity and simplicity, woukl be corrupted and perverted by 
human inventions. “The foresight’ was 1m many, Many im- 
stances, throigh a course of aves) reahzed. It has becn evet 
consolatory to the friends of rath ‘and pure Christianity, that 
as the corruption of the Gospel,” s0 the recovery of it’ to its 
pristine simplicit v, was predicted! | The ‘final . extirpation of 
religious falsehood and error forms: a gladdening subject of pro. 
phec cy. ** Every plant,” saith ont divine Mastery ** whibh my 
heave nly Father hath not plantedy shal be réoted up, Marts 
XV. 13.) & Othe? foundation Gara ‘no man lay,’ * ‘saith the 
Apostle, © than that whiely is Wald; which te Jesas Christi 
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Now if any man build upon this foundation, cold, silver, pres 
cious stones, wood, hay, stubble: every man’s work shall be 
made manifest. For the day shall declare 11; because it shall 
be revealed [or, discovered] by fire; and the fire shall try 
every man’s work of what sort it is,’ 1 Cor. i, 11—13. 
Good or bad doctrines are meant by this metaphorical langnage ; 
the test to which time will bring them, or the scrutiny they 
will undergo in a day of judgment, is described ; and the total 
subversion and overthrow of them is foretold, ‘The same 
Aposile, having delineated the future apostacy from Christian 
verity, under the symbolical character of ** the man of sin,” 
denounces his destruction; ‘* whom the Lord,”’ he says, ** shall 
consume with the spirit of his mouth, and shall destroy with 
the brightness of his coming,” 2 ‘hess. 4.8. All the prophe- 
tic scenes exhibited to John, and the great design of the book 
of Revelations, lead to the same joyful conclusion ; that what- 
ever influence of power, or corrupt imventions of error, have 
tarnished the glory and obstructed the design of the Gospel, 
shall be eventually done away, You, Christian brethren, who 
have a full persuasion that the doctrine of the Trinity, and the 
sentiments concerning the person of Christ generally enter- 
tained, are gross corruptions of Christianity, can feel no hesi- 
tation to include in the glorious hope set before you in the 
word of prophecy, the unanimity and general consent with 
which those corrupt doctrines will, in the end, be discarded, 
and men will be brought to acknowledge, with one heart and 
one voice, that there is to us ** one God the Father, and one 
Mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus ; and 
that every tongue shall confess, that Jesus Christ is Lord, tq 
the glory of God the Father.” 

Once more, let me call your attention to those prophecies, 
in particular, in which the general reception of just notions 
concerning the unity and supremacy of God is explicitly pre- 
dicted. Te this purpose is Psal. Ixxxvi.9, ** Ali nations whom 
thou hast made, shall come and worship before thee, O Lord, 
and shall glorify thy name.” To this purpose is Isai. ii. 2 
(before quoted). Likewise, ch. Ixvi, 18,22, ** It shall come, 
that I will pies all nations and tongues, and they shall sce 
my glory. From one new moon to another, and from one sab- 


bath to another, shall al] flesh come to worship before me, 
saith the Lord.” So Zechariah, chap. viii. 21, 29. * And the 
inhabitants of one city shall go to another, saying, Let us go 
speedily to pray before the Lord, and to seek the Lord of Hosts, 
I will go also. Yea, many and strong nations shall come to 
seck the Lord of Hosts in Jerusalem, and to pray before the 
Lord.” Chap, xiv. 9, * And the Lord shall be King over all 
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the earth; in that day shall there be one Lord, and his name 
one.”’ The canon of the Hebrew Scriptures closes with a 
similar prediction : *‘ From the rising of the sun, even to the 
going down of the same, my name shall be great among the 
Gentiles, and in every place incense shall be offered unto my 
name, and a pure offering ; for my name shall be great among 
the heathen, saith the Lord of Hosts.”? Malachi,i. 11. These 
prophecies, it is allowed, point particularly against pagan poly- 
theism and idolatry ; but I see not how they can receive their 
full accomplishment but in the entire removal, in the over- 
throw, by the power of reason and Scripture, of the Christian 
as well as pagan deviations from the doctrine of the divine 
unity. The Being whose universal adoration is foretold is uni- 
furmly spoken of, in these predictive passages, a3 one Being, 
one Mind, by the personal pronouns of the singular number. 
The Being thus described is the one God of the Jews, whose 
laws opened with this command, ‘* Thou shalt have no other 
Gods before AZe :’”’ not before us: the Being whom the Apos- 
tle, in the character of a Christian, declares he worshipped 
as ** the God of their fathers.”” In perfect correspondence with 
the sense and tenor of these prophecies, the same Apostle, ina 
kind of predictive delineation of the character of Jesus and of 
the final effect and end of his exaltation, leads our views to 
that state of religion, when God, under the precise idea which 
Unitarians form of him, shall be the supreme object of adora- 
tion, in the words already quoted: * At the name of Jesus 
every knee shall bow, of beings in heaven, and on earth, and 
under the earth; and every tongue shall confess that Jesus 
Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.” The samt 
consummation, by the acknowledgment of the supremacy of 
God the Father, is foretold by the Apostle in the most uncequi- 
vocal and expressive terms, as to take place at the resurrection: 
** Then will be the end, when Christ shall have delivered u 
the kingdom to God, even the Father; ............and when all 
things shall be subjected to him, then the Son himself also will 
be subjected to him, who subjected all things to him, that 
God may be all among all,” 1 Cor, xv. 24, 28*. Itis the 
sole adoration of one and the same Being which is predicted 
by the Prophets, and foretold by the Apostle, by the former 
under the name of Jehovah, or Lord; by the latter, under the 
specific character under which you, Brethren, revere and wor- 
stip him, as the Father. 

Reflect, Christians, on the circumstances in which you are 


* Ar hbishop Newcome's Translation, 


J. 2 
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olaced, and anit ipate the prospect before you, to w hich th 1c 
Prophets, Christ, and the Apostles, direct you to look with 
acred hope and j y- ** We are arrived,” to use the words of 
an highly ré Speck Re al oe muc hh to vue lamer ited trict id, aa 
grand period, for which Providence has been preparing the world 
for several centuries, when the doctrines of the unity of God 
and the humanity of Christ have been treed, not onlv from the 
gross corruptions of the dark ages of Popery, but likewise from 
the less obvious errers which were retained by the most enlight- 

ened of the Reformers ; when these doctrines have been recon- 
ciled to the language of Scripture and the princ ples of reason; 
when a few men are so tally conyinced of their truth and mm- 
portance, that they have courage to profess them openly ; - and 
when mankind are alarmed at the progress which these senti- 
ments are making. We appear to be come to the beginning 
of anew wrain the Christian church, the commencement of a 
reformation as remarkable and important as the reformation 
from Popery, aud which « ill, in the course of time, eclipse the 
glory of that event, tha ‘first rescuing us from the errors of the 
Church of Rome only partially; this entirely ; the one being 
the dawn of day, the other the meridian light *.”’ 

Let these considerations, Brethren, confirm your purpose. Let 
these prophetic views animate your zeal. It is by human means 9 
by the regular course of human exertions, that Christianity, 
since the age of miracles has ceased, is to be preserved and 
propagated ; and, when corrupted, reformed and brought back 
to its simplicity. Haj py and honourable are they whom piety 
and the love of truth s)al! engage in every rational means of 
secovering ** long-lost truth,’ ” and of bringing on the day of 
pure, unclouded d Christi unity ! ; 


Jan. 10, 1s07. A Bevtever In THE PROPHETS. 


ee 


Tothe Editor of the Monthly Repository. 
SIR, 


IF the following paper, which contains little more than loose 
hints on a point of considerablé moment, be thought worthy of 
a place i vour respectable Miscellany, it is at your service, and 


[ hope insertion of it may be useful to some of your 
readers 
I am, your’s, &c. 


Jan. 30, 1807. FusesBiws. 


® Pancieh? } _ } ” ae 6 : , > 
: Kenrick )UGMOUS ANG wstructive © Di<courses on Various Topics,” Vel. I 
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A TIEW OF UNITARIANISM AS CONNECTED WITH VITAE 
GODLINESS. 


Whatever may be thought sublime in theory ought to be scru. 
finized as to its real utility, and the utility of religions doctrines is 
inexact prop: ortion to their tende ‘acy to promote vit ul godliness, 
t. ¢. to generate true pic ty, solid virtue, and unassuming goodness, 
Unitarianism, though it derives no sublimity from obscurity, though 
it awes not by the mysteriousuess of its tppearance, butis confessedly 
the most simple and comprehensible system of religion ever main. 
tained, under the Christian or any other name, is eminently calcu. 
lated to influence the heart and life; in other words, to promote 
vital godliness. ‘This is what T undertake to shew in this paper, 

When it is proved that the Unitarian doctrine is clearly the 
uniform doctrine of divine revelation, which has been done by many 
able writers, it must necessarily follow that it is closely connected 
with vital godliness : for what comes from, and is the truth of God, 
must lead to him, tend to fll the mind with pious sentiments and 
dispositions, to produce the image of God in man, and stimulate 
io an undeviating course of obedience. Various causes may obstruct 
the inh luction of these cilects for a time: but when the doctrine is 
clearly conceived, and ifs influence deeply felt, in all its bearings 
and tendencies, persuaded I am the result will ever be found most 
favourable to experimental and prac tical Christianity. 

Did { not wish to avoid whatever bears the least semblance to 
Pharisaical boasting, I might mention many instances which I have 
witnessed of the holy and happy effects of Unitarianism, not only in 
arresting the progress of, and turning to the divine testimony, those 
who were in the road from reputed orthodoxy to scepticism, and in 
recovering those who were actually caught in the vortex of infidelity, 
but also in improving the character and increasing the happiness of 
persons, who, though steady believers, had their minds constantly 
embarrassed, and the influence of the gospel upon their hearts 
much weakened, by the admission of the inexplicable dogmas of 
popular systems. 

L might also insist on the wonderful effects, in the hearts and 
tives of men, of various classes in society, produced by the preaching 
of the Apostles, which was strictly ‘Unitarian, according to the 
accounts given in the Book of Acis; buton this, though an argue 
ment of great weight, I shall not now enlarge. 1 shall content my- 
self with making a bv general remarks which uaturally arise from 
an impartial view of the Unitarian doctrine. 

1 suppose it will be generally admitted, that no doctrine can affect 
the heart, and influence the conduct, any further than it is under. 
Stood ; for there seems no avenue to the heart but through the 
medium Of the understanding. Incomprehensible and irrational 
notios may appeal to the passions, and agitate the feelings with 
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terror 4r with joy, by the false sublimity they derive from their 
obscurity, by the imposing solemnity with which they are asserted, 
by being regarded as a succedaneum for steady piety and undeviating 
virtue. and by the awful sanctions erroneously associated with them 5 
bnt they cannot rationally influence the heart and life. ‘The Unita. 
rian doctrine, its cnemics being judges, is most simple and compre. 
hensible, so much so, that they have wrongly supposed it to be 
plain even to dulness and insipidity. If then it be calculated to in. 
spire men with steady principles of picty and virtue, and to warm 
their hearts with benevolence, and that it is capable of doing this I 
shall show presently, its tendency to promote vital godliness cannot 
be reasonably doubted; for it appeals at once to the understanding, 
and is on a level with the common sense of unlearned men. It is 
what a doctrine intended to promote true godliness in the world 
éught to be, rational, easy to comprehend, suited to the leisure of 
the bulk of mankind, and a plain thopgh narrow way to moral 
excellency and happiness. It is a fondness for marvellous and 
inexplicable things, generated and fostered by ages of misconception 
and prejudice, that prevents this being perceived. 

Unitarian views of God have a tendency to produce the most 
exalted piety and virtue, and to render men happy in all circum- 
stances. Unitarians view the Creator and supreme Governor of the 
universe, who upholds and directs all things, as one undivided Being ; 
they believe that he is essentially loving and merciful, at all times, 
to all his creatures; that he is the common Father of all; that he 
orders every thing in wisdom aud goodness, and will make every 
thing that takes place conduce to the individual and general happi- 
ness of mankind: that there is nothing in God, or that can proceed 
from him, that is in the least contrary to the purest goodness ; that 
he neither wills nor desires any thing respecting his rational creatures 
but their improvement and happiness. How can these sentiments 
all onr minds without our sceing all things in God, and God in all 
things ?—without our living under a sense of his presence, consider- 
ing every thing as coming from his hand, and having a regard to 
him in every thing wedo?) = ‘They are certainly calcniated to fill us 
with the highest admiration of his character, the strongest confidence 
fn him, the most cheerful submission to his will; to yield great 
consolation in atiliction ; to inspire the most ardent love to God and 
man; ina word, to produce the highest-toned piety, virtue, and 
benevolence. 1 know that these effects can only be produced gras 
dually, as the sentiments producing them imbue the mind, and habi- 
tually associate with the feclings. 

Unitarian views of Christ have a direct tendency to promote vital 
godliness. Viewed sinfply as a man whom God hath exalted. and 
glorified in consequence of his obedience, Christ is perceived AN be 
more nearty related to us than he could be, if a being of a different 
order to OUTSELVES 5 and the suitableness of his example is more eti« 
dent and striking. Viewing him as our elder brother, made in all 
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things like unto us, our feelings are the more excited towards him, 
we fecl the more interested in all he hath done and attained. Con- 
dered as one of the human race, his example is perfectly suited to 
us, and the imitation of it appears practicable. Hence from his 
example, associated with his doctrine, we may derive constant sup- 
port and encouragement, when called to struggle against powerful 
temptations, to endure severe afflictions, or to perform the most 
difficult duties. No pretence to excuse our want of conformity to 
his likeness, by arguing the natural disparity between him and us, 
remains, ‘The great rew ard he hath attained assures us what will be 
the happy and glorious issue of an unwearied course of piety, virtue, 
and goodness, and inspires us with zeal and perseverance ; for what 
aman hath attained men may attain ; if we imitate him here, we shall 
be like him in glory hereafter. ‘Ihe tendency of these views to in- 
spire the most powerful motives to holiness, and to fill us with strong 
consolation and everlasting joy, appears to me most evident. 

The views Unitarians entertain of other religious doctrines tend 
elfectually to secure the interests of vital godliness. ‘They admit no 
excuse for ungodly tempers on the absurd ground of hereditary de. 
pravity, nor for the excesses of the passions, by irrationally sup. 
posing them to be inflamed by an invisible and most potent adver. 
sary. They reject the monstrous notion, which tends to sap the 
foundation of moral obligation, that another person has been righte. 
ous in our place and stead, and admit no man to be righteous any 
further than he doeth righteousness. ‘They assert that every man 
is approved or disapproved of God according to his real character ; 
that all the virtuous and good will be glorified with Christ, and all 
the wicked excluded from his kingdom. ‘They admit no godliness 
to be real but what is vital, what exists in the heart and appears in 
the life, consisting in an habitual course of piety, accompauied by 
virtue and goodness. 

As it so manifestly appears that Unitarianism is eminently cal. 
culated to promote the cause of rational and vital piety, on which 
the moral improvement and happiness of mankind essentially depend, 
our regard to the glory of God, and our love to our fellow-crea- 
tures, ought to stimulate us to make the most active and persevering 
exertions to promote the spread of Unitarian sentiments, and exhi- 
bit their practical tendency. Most ardently is it to be wished that 
every one who professes Unitarian doctrines may feel their influence 
in a high degree, and attain to that exalted tone of piety, virtue, 
and goodness which they are calculated to produce: this will be the 
way, if | may be allowed the expression, to live down the objec. 


tions of our adversaries, 









































BIR. BELSHAM'S STRICTURES UPON MR. B. CARPENTER’S 
DEFENCE OF ARIANISM IN HIS LECTURES. 


— 


LETTER I. 


To the Editor of the Monthly Repository. 


Sik, 

HAvinc experienced your indulgence upon former occasions, 
I request permission to insert in your valuable Repository a 
few strictures upon a late publication of a worthy friend, - 
Rev. Benjamin C urpenter, late of Clapham, but now of Old 
Swinford, in Worcestershire, entuled ** Lectures on the Doc- 
trines of Revelation *,’’ m which he has made a severe attack 
upon the Unitarian doctrine of the proper humanity of Christ, 
and other doctrines connected with it, not without a mixturé 
of some, Tam sorry to sav, not very liberal reflections upon 
those who maintain them, all which are equally unfounded and 
unjust, as I trust in the se quel abundantly to prove. 

My worthy friend begms, in his dedication to the Rev. Hugh 
Worthington, withc omplimenting his patron and himself upon 
the “ stedfastness of their faith,” in not having altered their 
eréed since they were fellow-students at the academy—a dis- 
tinction to which, whether henoursble or otherwise, I must 
countess that [can make no pretensions. On the contrary, | 
im appreher isive that L can hardly escape the oblique censure 
which the well-intentio med guthor passes upon those of lis 
fellow-students, who having been “ brought up in the gloomy 

SY SLE m of Calvin, when they beean to think for themselves, 
scarcely knew where to stop.”’ ‘Vo the whole of this charge } 
must unfortunately plead gu ilty. [was brought up im what 
mv friend justly calls “* the gloomy system of Calvinism ;” and 
having begun to think, I know not where ¥ shall stop, as I still 
protess to seck after Knowledee, and am very tar indeed ‘Sot 
fatterme myself tlrat { approach the confines of diseoverablé 
truth. 

But the cireumstance which principally maves the indigna- 
tion of my worthy friend, which has indeed réused him from 


°M . ( arpenter’s work COMists « ftwo volume : it is entitled, “ Lectures on 
the ‘vorks of Creation and the Doctrines of Revelatien.”” It is to the second 
volut ne only that these strictures are confined. It m ay be ob ~~ by the way, 
that the work is printed with a degree of incorrectness which is a disgrace £9 
the stourbridge press. Errors abound in almost every yng some are of such 
nature as Common readers would not easily correct. In p. 120, John v. 17 
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mec as an uiterpolatcd verse, in tead of 1 John v. 7. 
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his nine vears’ lethargy, and determined him at Jast tu issue 
forth, cap-a-pie, into the field of controversy, Is, it seems, 
‘‘ the strong and decisive language which some persons once 
adopted 1 in favour of the pre-ex! ten ce and atonement of Christ, 
and the positive manner in whieh they now reprobate these 
doctrines as Siig peut og Hi) * considering the language 
ot Scripture as sul the same,” he is ** ata loss how to ace 
count for this phenomenon in the human mind.” At any 
ratc, however, ** the strong and positive language adopted 
of late, at last induced him to ) publish those manuse ripts,”? con- 
cerning which he appeals to the knowledge of his respectable 
patron, that he had adopted Horace’s rule, “ nonum prema- 
fur im annwn.’ 

How far my good friend’s reputation, or his cause, would 
have suffered by permitting his manuscripts to lte dormant for 
nine years longer, I leave’others to judge: but to’ this further 
charge of using decisive language upon certain toptcs of con- 
troversy, I, for one, am again constrained to plead guilty, and 
the only defence which F can offer is, that the language W hich 
I am accustomed to use is that which expresses the genuine 
conviction of my own mind. Where I feel confidence, T ex- 
press myself with rr and where I feel doubt I express 
myself according tly. ‘To do otherwise would be either aflecta- 
tion or falsehood. And that phenomenon w hich appears to my 
worthy friend so marvellously mysterious and inexplicable, in 
inv estimation, admits a very casy solution, An ignorant per- 
son, who does not understand the phraseology of Scripture, 
will be confident in error. ‘The same person, when he ts better 
informed, may, with justice, be equally confident im truth. 

But my friend says, *€ I do not approve of that decisive 
manner which is adopted, in writing of doctrines, concerning 
which, pious, learned, and consistent Christians have thought 
differently.” But why not? After a subject bas been fully 
discussed, the evidence, on one side or the other, may be so 
clear as to leave no remains of doubt in an impartial and i Inqui- 
sitive mind. Does my wood triend himsclt hesitate in his 
rid cment concerning the doctrine of transubstantiation, the 
worship of the Virgin Mary, the “ gloomy system of Calvin,” 
orthe Athanasian doctrine of the ‘Trinity? Or, would he 

ruple to adopt decisive language, when writing upon these 
ubiects ? Y et these are “ doctrines concerning whic h pious, 
lcarned, and judicious Chiajstians have though! diffe rently ;” and 
I can assure my worthy fricnd, that he cannot be more firinly 


coavinced of the falschood of the cloomy system of Calyin”’ 
than Tam, after much laborious research, of the utter jnad- 
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missibility of the unscriptura doctrine of Arius and all its col- 
lateral ramifications and consequences ; and unless there be one 


law for Arians, and another for all denominations of Christians 


} 


besides, he must allow me, and others who think with me, the 
same liberty of expressivg our conviction concerning Arianisi 
which he himself takes concerning Calvinism or popery. 

My worthy friend appears, by the account which he gives of 
himself, in his sixth and seventh Lectures, to stand (ticklishly 
enough, indeed) upon the highest pinnacle of Arianism ; and 
he tells the gentleman to whom he dedicates his book, that “ he 
wishes to shew, that those which he deems the peculiar doc- 
trines of Christianity are neither irrational nor unscriptural.”’ 
My friend is by much too serious and solemn to mean any thing 
resembling a joke: but such is his method of treating the sub- 
rect, such the scantiness of his proofs, and the breadth and 
liberality of his concessions, that a person who did not know 
him so wellas I do might be excused in suspecting him to be 
an enemy in disguise—some unlucky wag—some Gregory 
Blunt *, whose true design is to betray the cause which he 
has undertaken to defend, and like a noted infidel of the last 
age, who attacked Christianity from a masked battery, that 
his intention is to prove that * Arianism is not founded on 
argument.’’ But as this supposition is inadmissible, we 
may reasonably conclude, that if the system be capable of 
no better defence than what has been advanced by my worthy 
friend, the case is perfectly hopeless. Most assuredly, Arianism, 
after a long slumber of more than twenty vears, does not now 
return to the encounter with the vigour and energy of a giant 
refreshed: but, with the feeble effort of palsied decrepitude, it 
launches a pointless weapon against the impenetrable xgis of 
truth, which drops harmless to the ground; and if nothing 
more satisfactory can be produced (and J know not that it can), 
by the remaining advocates of a declining cause, my friend’s 
book might with justice have been entitled “* Arianism at its 
last gasp.” 

In a succeeding letter I shall, with your permission, resume 
the subject ; and, in the meau time, I remain, Sir, 

Your humble servant, 


Tlackney, Feb. 12, 1807. ‘T. BeLsHAM. 


* See “ Six more Letters to Granville Sharp, Fsq. by Gregory Blunt, Esq. 
Printed for Johnson, in St. Paul's Church-yard, 1803. With an Appendix, cou 
taining a Table of Evidences of the Divinity of Moses.” 
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DEFENCE OF LOCKE AGAINST LORD ELDON, 
To the Editor of the Monthly Repostiory, 


Sir, 


I was very sorry to observe, that a learned Peer, during the 
late debate in the House of Lords on the abolition of the Slave 
‘Trade, had employed the authority of Mr, Locke to justify 
the continuance of such a nefarious traffic. As you devoted 
several pages of your former volume to his memory, | beg leave 
10 propose to you some * historic doubts’’ as to the propriety 
with which Lord Eldon introduced his name upon that occa- 
sion. Iam more inclined to this attempt, as, judging from 
the very short report of the debate in the newspapers, Lord 
Holland, on whom the philanthropic mantle of his departed 
relation appears to have descended entire, was not fully informed 
upon the point. His Lordship seemed to admit that Mr, 
Locke had given an opinion in favour of the Slave Trade, 
though he took away the whole weight of his authority, as ap. 
plying to our times, by shewing the utter ignorance on the 
subject which, till the late discussions, generally prevailed. 

After an attentive examination of Mr. Locke’s works, such as 
he presented them, by his will, to the University of Oxford, 
and his posthumous works, first added to the folio editions, ] 
cannot find a syllable respecting negro slavery, nor any doc- 
trinc maintained which can be even tortured into an approbation 
of it. The only mention of the subject occurs inan 8vo. volume, 
published in 1720, sixteen years after his decease, entitled 
“ A Collection of several Pieces of Mr. John Locke, never 
before printed, or not extant in his Works.” ‘The first of 
these pieces is, “ The Fundamental Constitutions of Carolina,” 
concerning which the editor of the volume, Mr. Des Maizeaux, 
says, that “ the other proprictors desired Lord Ashley, after- 
wards Earl of Shaftesbury, to draw up the laws necessary for 
the establishment of their new colony ; to which he the more 
readily consented, because he relied on the assistance of Mr. 
Locke.” He adds, that the Constitutions are “ printed from 
Mr. Locke’s copy, wherein are several amendments made with 
his own hand, and which he presented as a work of his to one 
of his friends,” from whom Mr. Des Maizeaux professes to 
have received it. 

Two or three ef these One-hundred-and-twenty Constitu- 
tions, and indeed the spirit of a great part of the whole, are cer- 
tainly very unworthy of the author of the ‘Treatises of Govern- 
ment.” We should rather have expected them from the author 
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of the  Patriarcha.” One Constitution declares, that “ all 
the lect-emeh shall be under the jurisdiction of the respective 
lords, without appeal ; nor shall any leet-man or leet-woman 
have liberty to go off from the land of their particular lord 
without licence.” This Constitution, however rigorous, yet 
as to the original Ieet-man who voluntarily entered himself, it 
is quite equitable, compared with the following—that * all the 
children of lect-met: shall be leet-men, and so to all gencra- 
: ‘tions! ‘Thus was a cast to be formed among the Whites—a 
constitution worthy of Hindoo superstition. As to the Blacks, 
after providmg, what a West-Indian legistator would never have 
thought of—that “ slaves, as well as others, shall be of what 
church or profession any of them shall think best, and thereot 
be as fully members as any freenran”—there follows this truly 
abominable constitution: “ Fyery freeman of Carolina shall 


have absolute power and authority over his negro slaves, of 


What opinion or religion soever.” 

This, I am persuaded, miust be the passage, and the only 
one, to which Lord Eldon alluded in the late debate. That his 
Lordship would seldom refer to such a writer as Locke, except 
for such a purpose may be easily believed; nor can we fairly 
question the learned Lord’s sincerity when ‘he advocates the 
Slave-trade, however we may have suspected that of the late 
Premier it behalf of its abolition. To that measure Mr. Pitt 
afforded his eloquence, his vote, his personal influence ; every 
thing but what it required—his inflaence as a Minister. Mr. 
Fox, onthe contrary, made it almost the first act of his admi- 
nistration to commit the Parliament to an early consideration 
of a subject which, as we learn from Lord Holland, engaged 
the solicitude of his last hours. oT 

To retarn to the learned Peer. After every allowance for a 
long-formed forensic habit of endeavourine to make * the 
Worse appear the better cause,” when the mtcrest of a client 
might require it, was it justifiable, even as a ruse de guerre, 
to make free with such a name as Locke on such equivocal 
duthonty? The only question before the Lords, the traffic in 
slaves (including the unavoidable desolation of the African 
coast, and the horrors of the Midile Passaye), did not come 
at all before the legislator for Carolina, so far as appears by 
any of the Constitutions : and supposing these to have been 
framed, not, as is most probable, in concert with Lord Shaftes- 
burv, but by Mr. Locke alone, it should be considered that he 
was then little more than thirty years of ave, and had just lefe 
thie practice of medicine for the study of politics, under th 
patronage of that Lord, a versatile statesman, to’ whom he 
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was first introduced as his physician. ‘“ Happy, past the conn. 
mon lot,’’ is the author or the man * whose riper years Cand 
upbraid his gree n.” Yet these Constitutions Mr. Locke uever | 
owned public ly; and, from the forefoing extracts, it Appears 
that the author ‘of the ** Tre atises of Government,’ wricten at 
sixty years of age, expressly to justify the Revolution i in 1688, 

might as fairly at this day be claimed as an advocate for here. 

ditary, interminable vass: alage as for negro-slavery, on the au- 
thority of his crude political conceptions at the age of thirty. 

I venture thus to speak of the *¢ Constitutions,” from the well- 
known fact, that they never answered their design, and wefe 
abrogated, after twenty years of troublesome experiment. Lord 
Eldon is not the first who has injured Mr. Locke, by over- 
looking dates. Mr. Adams, who ought to have informed himself 
hetter, when writing his ‘ Defence of the American Constitu- 
tions,” takes for gr: anted that the ** Treatises of Government” 
prece ded, instead of following after more than thirty years, the 
“ Fundamenta 1} Constitutions.” On these false premises, he 
eravely concludes that a person “ may defend the principles of 
liberty and the rights of mankind with great ability and success, 
and yet, after all, when called upon to produce a plan of legis 
lation, he may as stonish the world with a signal absurdity. 

Thus has a great po litical sage been m: ide to suffer from the 
inexperience of his earlier years: yet let any one give the 
slightest attention to the principles avowed in the “ Treatises 
of Government,” and then say whether their author could, 
even by implication, h: ive approv ed any form of slavery. The 
first sentence of that work, had Lord Eldon happened to opeh 
upon it, even if its phrasc ology had failed to correct his Lord- 
ship’s judgment, might at least oy e induced him to spare the 
reputation of Locke. ‘* Slavery,” says this supposed advocate 
of a slave-trade, ** is so vile and miserable an estate of man, and 
sO directly opposite to the generous Leniper and courage of our 
nation, that ’tis hardly to be conceived that an Englishman, 
much less a gentleman, should plead for it.’ 

If I have detained you longer than I lesigned on a subject in 
one view highly political, you will pardon mic, on account of 
its inrportant influence, in another view, on "the progress of 
“* pure and undefiled religion.”” Tow that progress is retarded 
by our guilty commerce was well described, many years ago, by 
an author in whose life and writings love to God and Jove toman 
were happily united, ‘ We bear,” says Dr. John Jebb, ‘ the 
name of Christian to every region of the globe; but, at the 
same time, we bear along with it those horrid forms of vice, by 
which that name is dishonoured and defiled. The:inhabitants 
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o) many a distant clime, astonished at the contrariecty between 
our practice are justly induced to suspect 
\ ! 


CAle 


our professions and | , 
that we ourselves belicve not the docrimes we incu 
7 I remain, Sir, your's, 


Feb. 9, 1807. VERAX. 





THE INQUIRER. 


NO. ITIl. 





We have received the following inquiries from various correspondents, which 
we place together, for the sake of convenience, in No, [II. of the Inquirer, a 

per begun in the last volume, and intended to be continued, Materials for 
Ke IV. are already in our hands. 





1. Harrison's Miscellantes—2. Dr. Williams—3. Free and 
Candid Disgutsitions ; Dissertation on the Numbers of 
Mankind ; and Free Thoughts on Governments—+t. Dr. 
Wood—5. Pictel on the Trinity. 


Sir, I. 

Ix the Memoirs of Mr. Clark, inserted in the Repository (Vol. I. 
p. 617.) your correspondent, in mentioning the late Mr. Grigg, of 
St. Alban’s, informs us that ** several of his pieces in prose and verse 
aré collected in Harrison’s Miscellanies.””, Now, Sir, as Mr. Grigg 
was a preacher I much admired, I should be glad of some farther 
information respecting his writings. I have made inquiry after the 
book alluded to by your correspondent ; but as | can hear nothing 
respecting it, | should be much obliged to him if he would, through 
the medium of your Repository, favour me with farther particulars, 
such as when the book was published, and by whom, the size and 
price, and if it be now in print. 
Amicus. 
Sir, IT. 


Tite late Dr. Williams, author of a piece entitled “* A Free Inquiry 
into the Authenticity of the First and Second Chapters of Matthew’s 
Gospel,’ and of a Greek Concordance to the New Testament, in 
4to. had, at the time of his death, a work in the press, containing 
a ** Critical Explanation of some very important Hebrew and Greek 
Words, with the Connection in which they stand in the Sacred Scrip- 
tures of the Old and New Testament,”’ of which he once shewed me 
some sheets worked off, which appeared highly interesting. He at 
that time lived at Sydenham in Kent, from whence he shortly after 
removed to Cannonbury Place, Islington, where he died. I shall 
estcem it a favour if any of your correspondents can give any account 
what became of that work, whether it was ever finished, into whose 
hands it came after his decease, or whether it was lost in the wreck 
of his papers and manuscripts ? 


J. M. 
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Sir, IIT. 


I snaxuv be very glad, through the medium of your Inquirer, to 
be informed as to the reputed author of cither of the undermentioned 
uronymous works, 

Qu Ro. 


‘¢ Free and Candid Disquisitions relating to the Church of 
England, and the Means of advancing Religion therein. Addressed 
to the Governing Powers in Church and State, and more immediately 
directed to the two ILouses of Convocation.”’ 8vo. 2d edit. 1750,— 
In these disquisitions the Athanasian creed is complained of, parti, 
cularly the damnatory clauses. ** The great docrine of the Trinity” 
is spoken of as ** never designed for controversy-—a subject above 
the reach of human comprehension.’ ‘Thus might a Roman Catho. 
lic express his reverence for the great doctrine of transubstantiation. 
‘The propriety of a new translation of the Scriptures is well stated : 
‘* We deal with no book as with our Bible. Just and beautiful 
versions are bestowed on other books of antiquity ; the sense of the 
authors expressed with the greatest clearness; their spirit and ge- 
nius with the greatest foree, and their matter and subject adorned 
with all the elegance aud grandeur that our language will afford. 
Our Sacred Books alone are not allowed this reasonable favour, nor 
indeed have even commen justice done them, though they so loudly 
demand it, and the times make it so absolutely necessary they should 
have it.” 


2. “© A Dissertation on the Numbers of Mankind in ancient and 
modern Times: in which the superior populousness of Antiquity ig 
maintained. With an Appendix, coataining Additional Observa. 
tions on the same Subject, and some Remarks on Mr. Hume's 
Political Discourse of the Populousness of Antjent Nations.’ Edin. 
burgh, 8vo. 1753.—The dissertation was first read before the Philo. 
sophical Society of Edinburgh, of which the author was a member. 
Jt maintains the superior populousness of the ancient world, an 
opinion controverted by Mr. Hume; to whom the appendix, cou. 
sisting of half the volume, is chiefly a reply. 


3. ** Free Thoughts on Despotic and Free Governments, as con. 
nected with the Happiness of the Governor and the Governed.’"* 
cr. 8vo. 1781.—These ‘* Thoughts’? accord with the freest of 
what have been generally called Whig principles. ‘Toleration, or 
rather the right of religious profession, is maintained, while the au. 
thor contends for the necessity of a ** national religion” with * an 
Stablished minjstry.” 

iV. 

T.C. A. of Chatham, ** wishes to be informed if any memoir 
of the late Dr. Wood, of Norwich, has been published; and, 
if not, will be obliged to the Rev, S. Newton, of the above place, 
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or atty other of” our * correspondents possessing snfficient mate. 


rials. if he will draw up his biography, for insertion in the Monthly 
Repository.” 
\. 

> J. of Bristol. is anxious to know whether ** Pictel’s chap- 
ter concerning the ‘Trinity,’ mentioned in the Life of Dr. James 
Foster, in the Monthly Repository for last month (January, 1807) 
is not, as far as regards the name of the author, a misprint, and 
likewise in what book the said chapter is te be found. He sup- 
poses ** the writer of the Life would not have spoken of this chap- 
ter without explanation, if it had not been published, and if he had 
not imagined it to be well known.” 
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BIBLICAL CRITICISM. 
COMMENT ARY UPON ZECH. Ix—x. 1. 


Designed to Hustrates Matt. xxi. 4. From H. E.G. Pavtus, Crit. Phil. and 
Hist. Com. on the N. JT. Lisbeck. 1801. Vol. ILI. p> 115; &c. 





(Concluded from Page 658. Vol. I.)* 


Tuts retrospect of a period of the Jewish history, too little 
employed for the elucidation of the later Hebrew writingst, 
was necessarv, in order to determine the meaning of Zech. ix. 
x. 1. and the time at which it was written. From the contents 
of this oracle we learn, that, when it was delivered, Idumea and 
what had formerly-been Ephraim, 2. e. Samaria, were: already 
sludaized, or theoeratized ; and hence men were led to hope, 
that the theocracy might soon extend itself over Hadrach, Da- 
mascus, Hamath, ‘Tyre, and Sidon, and ail the neighbouring 
towns of Philistia, and to form schemes for it. ‘Uhe oracle, 
therefore, must have been written after the conquest of Idu- 
nea and Samaria by Hyreanus I, which took place in the be- 
c inning of his reign (Ant. xin. 17. 450 [583, 584],) and before 
the expeditions agaimst the other places enumerated ; the re- 
duction of which, and*their submission to cireumcision, the 
author thought thathe foresaw ; and, it seems, thought with 
reason ; since, with the exception of Tyre and Sidon, most 
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° Ry a mistake of rhe printer's, this article, which was intended ta have been 
wholly iscrted im tbe Number for December, was broken down intotwo. This 
+} .? ' ‘ , } an ? wren Ft an > 
yal) not, i by hope st de Techoned a great inconvenience, by such reader# as have 
ehe Uret volun Ep 


sd { ny of the Hicbrew oracles, esper jally of thoce reopyrina, which have 
been added ppendixe to the older prophets, have such a close relation to the 
BoverHinent oF the Maccabee Suifetes, Ethnarchs and High-priests, that they are 
vnintelligid!e without a Close study of the history of that period : but, by the help 
of thas, they will be discovered to be pieces of much later dates than the con- 

son of the Old Testament-canon, attributed to Ezra (like Zech. ix. x. 1.) and 
’ not tan the times which they pain. | 
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of these places were conquered by the successors of Hyrcanus. 
His son Aristobulus judaized Iturea, of which probably Ha- 
drach was a part; and the reduction of the neighbouring coun- 
tries, and their incorporation with the theocracy, proceeded 
exactly according to the plan laid down in the oracle. (See the 
detail given above.) Having now the points to the outside of 
which the date of this oracle cannot be referred, determined 
by the text itself, in the transition which it makes from the 
victories over Idumea and Samaria to similar theocratical ex- 
ploits, our conjectures as to the exact time when it was written 
are confined to a small field. It cannot be placed so low down 
as the time of Hyreanus If. The conquests in Iturea, &e. 
could then be spoken of only as things past, nor could the en- 
trance of a king, alluded to, Zech, ix. 9. be expected, at a time 
when the nation had no king. but only a sacerdotal regency. 
Hyrceanus I. after he had judaized Samaria and “Idumea, 
ruled his states in a wise, equitable, and peaceful union. His 
successor’s first act, however, was to conquer and circumcise 
the Iturwans. One of these two suppositions, therefore, must 
be adopted: Either the oracle was written in the time of Hyr- 
canus I. and the anonymous prophet meant to rouse him from 
his long repose (he spent the last twenty- -five of the thirty-one 
years of his reign in profound peace) : or immediately after 
his death, and was intended to require from Aristobulus that 
he should march against Ituraa (Hadrach). ‘The first period 
is the more p srobable one. It is well known that the ancient 
Hebrew oracles frequently contain anny o-religious, 2%, e. theo- 
cratical, counsels and injunctions, and then paint the effects 
of compliance with them as if sinealy existing. It was for 
Hyrcanus to consider, whether he would di Jay to conform ta 
this prophetical advice; but the prophet, who was averse to 
delay, had introduced his oraele in such a manner as to repre- 
sent that extension of the judaizing theocracy as what might 
be effected as soon as it was atte mpted, and then goes on, and 
a! iticipates, as the consequence of it, the return of Hyrcanus 
to enjoy perfect tranquillity. Ver. 9. This peaceful return is 
exactly such as could have been expected only from Hyr- 
canus I, supposing him to have fulfilled the other parts of the 
oracle. His successor Aristobulus, as soon as he assumed the 
crow n (481 years after the return from Babylon), shewed him- 
telf not to be pty. Ant. xili, 19.454 [588]. He murdered 
his mother and his brother Antigonus, whom’ he best loved, 
and also many of the Jews at the feast of tabernacles, &c. ; and 
his natural enc ixeia, praised by Josephus and Timagenes, was 
very proble matical. during his reign of one year. From Hyrs 
canus I. on the contrary, it was to be expected that, even Im 
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the prosecution of his theocratizing conquests, he would retain 
the inclination to return asa mild and equitable prince, and that 
he would almost render the renewal of wartare impossible. V.10. 
The anonymous author of the oracle, who wished that judaism 
inivht be further extended on every side, and consequently that 
his nation mieht, for the time to come, have no nced of war in 
their own detence, might wiih reason hoid up to him, with aview 
of obtaining his wishes, such a peaceful perspective as this: 
“ See—-thy kine cometh, as a judge and a deliverer—meekly 
rideth he upon a peacetul ass: horses, armour, shall thence- 
forward cease |” &c. (v. 9, 10.) The expression pws, © deli- 
vered from warfare,’’ very well suits a man who evidently car- 
ried on war reluctantly. The words of ver. 3. ** I will set up 
a camp for my temple,” apples best to HyreanusI. Having 
furnished himself with a large treasure from the scpulchre of 
David, he set the example of securing the peace of his people, 
by hiring a standing army of foreign troops, who, being better 
disciplined than the tumultuary Maccabee zealots hitherto were, 
would be stcady in the day of battle: rgwros Iadasmy Fevorge 
gew yotaro, Ant. xi. 16. 450 [583]. (Saul soon found the 
necessity of a standing military force. 1 Sam. xi. 1, 2.) 
Now if Jesus wished to present himself symbolically to the 
nation as their king, and, from the analogy which there was 
between limsclf and John Flyrecanus, fixed upon him for this 
purpose, he could not have found, among the Jewish kings, 
I had almost said in the Jewish history, a model so suited to 
his design, For, 1. a man who, at the beginning of his reign, 
was a most successful warrior, and in a cause which his coun- 
trymien must estccm most sacred, yet preserved the blessings 
of peace to them for twenty-five successive years, at a time, 
too, when his Syrian and Egyptian neighbours could have 
made very litde resistance to an ambitious Jew, impresses us 
with a high opinion of his magnanimity. 2. Hyrcanus was 
the decided opponent of the Pharisees and their tenets; and 
for this reason, too, Jesus could not but greatly esteem him. 
Like Jesus, he withstood them as men who, vouiua 1oAAa mass 
voTav Tw CrUw... EX TATEswy Ciadoyns, Ones ex AV UY EY UNTO ey 
ros Magews vouog [Xue 18. 588]. On the other hand, he 
countenanced the Sadducces, not because they were Sadducees, 
but because they taught, div yyeSas YOmee Ta yeyerumeva Te Oe 
ax Ta TALEC Te $ TATECWY IAT TICE, l. C. precisely that in which 
they were comcided with by Jesus, who, from the reports of 
the evangelists, had far less frequent disputes with them than 
with the Pharisees, Further, $. Hyrcanus ruled so peacefully, 
during his reien of thirty-one years (leaving out his first con- 
quests), that Josephus is full of glowing descriptions of what 
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he did to raise the nation and make it happv. This quiet, 
peace ful cou rse, again, has a strong ani logy to the conduct of 
Jesus. Itisa striking proof of the pros} yerity and excellence : 
of Hyreanus’ administration, that even the Pharisees, whom 
he and, by his example, his two nnmediate successors, kept 
under, have found nothing rwith which to prejudice posterity 
ag ainst him. (Lad not Jose ‘phus been himsclf a Pharisee, we 
should have had perhaps more details of his good qualities.) 
Lastly, 4. Hyreanus I. was in high est mation, as being at 
once king, high-priest, and prophet *. (See above the passage 
from Josephus -) 

The original reference of the oracle in Zech. ix. to this Hyr- 
canus, and the parallel which Christ makes of himself, or 
Matthew of him, in the text, to which we may now return 
(Matt. xxi. 4.) would surely have been seen and illustrated by 
commentators long ago, if their thoughts had not been directed 
by a natural impulse, to those parts of the Jewish history which 
are contained in the closing books of the Old ‘Testament and 
the Apocrypha, rather than to the important period’ of the 
Maccabees which succeeds. The minuteness with which 
I have commented upon a _ passage in itself so remarkable, 
and which throws light upon many others, is necessary for 
the satisfaction of the inquirer, and should be regarded as 
the duty of every critic, w ho thinks it less demanded of him 
that he be brief than that, where he can, he remove difficulties 
as well as discuss them. The result of our inquiry may be stated 
in these few words :-——Jesus’s entry into Jerusalem was such as 
a prophet had wished and anticipated for the wise, upright, 
and mild Hyreanus. 
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STANZAS 


SUPPOSED TO RE WRITTEN NEAR THE GRAVE OF BURNS. 


O, nowr not, winds of winter, o’er this grave ! 
O, clouds of autumn, pour not here your show’rs } 
But blow, ye spring-tide airs! ye fresh ‘dews lave! 
Ye summer suns, O ripen here your flowers ! 


For sweeter was his pipe who slumbers here, 
Than all the music of the summer’s shade ; 

And gentler was his heart, more soft his tear, 
Than spring’s first dew-drop on the daisy’s head, 


* It is necessary that we observe this union of the three highest titles of a Jew, 
a High-priest, and Prophet, in order to understand the Epistle to the 
rews, 
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Poetry. 


Here™ let the pitying red-breast’s duteous bill, 
With leaves and moss, the earthy bed protect ; 
And, slowly rippling by, a lonely ri 
The moonlight’s silent lustre oft reflect : 
For art no stone should raise, no leaf should strew $ 
O’er nature’s bard, nature herself should mourn, 
And ever to his hallowed memory true, 
Garland with wild-tlow’r wreaths his humble urn. 
~ t= A. M. P. 
VERSES 
ON TIE OPENING OF A CAMPAIGN, 
Written in 179§. 
« They err that count it glory to subdue 
Large countries, and in fields great battles win, 
it must by means far different be attain’d— 
By deeds of peace, by wisdom eminent.”—MuLton, 


INsATIATE tyrant of man’s hapless race, 

War! dost thou still the lance of vengeance hurl, 
Ah, why the fairest work of heaven deface, 

Why o’er the nations thy red flag unfurl! 
Malignant Pow’r, to where thy banners spread 

‘Lhe beauty fades of life’s enchanting morn, 
Hlis cuide the orphan seeks among the dead, 

The widow roams the world’s wide waste, forlorn. 
Victors! I envy not your meed of fame ; 

A greener laurel virtue shall bestow 
On such as cherished freedom’s infant flame, 

Or bade with art’s sweet tlow’rs the desert glow, 
Thus, Alfred! borne o’er time's impetuous tide, 

Descends to distant ages thy renown. 
Thy birth unheeded, or to whom allied, 

Still blooms thy civic wreath—the patriot’s crown. 
"Twas thine to polish rude dometic life, 

To welcome danger in the public cause 
By equal forms to temper civil strife, 

And ’stablish liberty, the base of laws. 


] 


Thus, Jones! where pensive India decks thy grave, 
One gen’rous Briton shall her tribes deplore, 
There long as Ganges rolls his sultry wave, 
Shall echo oft repeat thy varied lore. 
The plants of science, fostered by thy care, 
Shail spread their foliage midst the storms of time, 
Bencath the shade hee fane shall freedom rear, 
The grateful shade shall veil thy country’s crime. 
PAcrFicts, 


* Alluding to Collins’ Ode on Fidele. 
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REVIEW. 


“ ¢TILL PLEAS'D TO PRAISE, YET NOT AFRAID TO BLAME.” 


Porer, 


Art. l.—The Church of God: or, Essays on Vartous Names 


and Triles, 2 


which are added, SOWIE Papers OW other Subjects. 
Symonds and Jones. 


Svo. pp. 480. 9s. 

This work is the production 
of Ambrose Searle, esq. and is in- 
tended as a Third Volume of his 
“© Hore Solitariv.”? He is a 
Calvinist of the old school; plain- 
spoken, learned in types, sy ste- 
matic and consistent. Religion 
with him is a work ef grace, be- 
gun and carried on by the Lord, 
and sin and error are streams 
flowing from the natural Armini- 
anism of the human heart; and the 
most unpardonable crime is a 
man’s resting in duties. He isa 
scholar, for he quotes Latin, 
Greek, and Hebrew, and not a 
bad writer, In spite of his sys- 
tem, he is good-natured; if he ts 
intolerant to the non-elect world, 
it is only when he is balancing the 
golden chain of salvation, begin- 
ning with the covenant of grace, 
formed from eternity between the 
Divine Persons—‘* the Jchovah- 
Alehim,’’ and ending with the final 
ransom of the redeemed ones. 
He excels in spiritual criticism. 
Irom one page weextract two of 
his expositions of scripture, which 
may serve as a criterion of our 
readers’ state of mind: if they are 
yet carnal, they will probably 
sinile at them; if they are spiri- 
tual, they will no doubt admire 


wen do the Church tn the lloly Sceriplures : lo 


3d edit. 


1s06, 


the author’s high degree of Divine 
illumination. 


‘In this important sense also (of justi- 
fication by the imputed righteou ness of 
Christ) dol understand the remarkable 
p ophecy of Joel, quoted by the Apostle 
Peter, in his first sermon on the day of 
Pentecost. The spirit was to be poured 
out upon all flesh; that is, God's people, 
both of the Jews and Gentiles, in the 
last days or dispensation, as a testimony 
and seal that Christ had finished the 
work of salvation: and thus God would 
shew wonders in heaven above, and signs 
in the earth beneath ; which were, died, 
the blood of Christ expiating sin; fire, 
the wrath of the Father taking ven- 
geance upon him, when bearing sin; 
and vapour, or pillars of smoke, the sweet 
smelling savour (alluded to in the Levi- 
tical sacrifices) of the Redeemer’s merits 
and atonement, ascending up victorious- 
ly in palm-like columns by the power of 
the Holy Spirit. Thus God is well 
pleased with his people for Christ’s sake ; 
und his people are completely justified 
by Christ, and so have access through 
him by one spirit to the Father.” 

‘‘ This (the imputed righteousness of 
Christ) may serve to explain the injunce 
tion of covering and uncovering in 1 Cor. 
xi. Manis by nature faulty,and theres 
fore ought to be covered. Christ is 
fwultless, and so mgy justly stand aperto 
cullu But as man repres nts Christ in 
his church, who is all perfection, he ig 
for that reason to be uncovered; and as 
the woman stands for the church or hue 
man nature, which hath no perfection of 
its own, and therefore nothing to boast 
of, she ought to be covered or hidden,” 
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and the Archbishop's Mandamus. 
with an Introduction and Notes. \ 
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Williams and Smith. 1807. 
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The Emperor Napoleon is, it 


apnears, a good Catholic. 


« A clerevman of a neutral nation, 


who left Paris a few weeks since, writes 
thus to a correspondent in I ngland :— 
‘ The | ror's chapel at St. Cloud is 
rema plain a rid decent. Hf I ree 
eollect , except a small silver crue 
cifix of altar, there is not an image, 
across,or apainting init. Buonaparte, 
however, cestitute of real religion he 
mav be che tg ht to be, reeul rly attends 
at his private chapel in the Thuiileries 
and St. Cloud, on a Sunday morning, 


with hi family * ae Inti duction, 


With the zeal of a ** most reli. 
gious king,” he has ordered this 
catechism to be drawn up for the 
use of all his orthodox subjects, 
thus securing by a decree their 
eternal, as he does by his arms 
their temporal, glory; another 
Cyrus or a Constantine. And 
coes he really think he can revoke 
the empire of superstition, and 
subdue men’s minds as easily as 
he can enslave their bodies? And 
how this National Catechism 
reconcileable with the equality of 
the ** two religions,” Protestant 
and Catholic?) We should almost 
suspect that the Emperor is tired 
of the system of toleration, and 
that thisis the first Step towards 


1s 


coercion and persecution. At 
least, he may wish to have ** two 
strings to his bow,” that he may 
draw either. as oceasion may suit, 


If Protestants should become re. 
fraciory, here is an instrument of 
converting, or, which in political 
religion is the same thing, of quel. 
iag them. Let them behave them. 


rv. U.—A Catechism for the Use 


of all the Churches tn 
hare prefived, the Pope's Bull 
Translated from the 
By Davin 


selves, and not become ** madmen 
and fools,”’ (the epithets bestowed 
in the catechism on such as pry 
curiously into church-mysteries) 
or M. Portalis, the theological 
physician of the French people, 
may think proper to put upon 
them this strait-jacket, in order 
to secure the great object of all 
ecclesiastical empirics, UNI FORMI- 
TY OF FAITH. 

This Gallic Catechism is as or- 
thodox, but, excepting a very 
few points, not absurd as 
Lishop Burgess’s English one. 
‘The difference between the two 
is, that the Legate and Cardinal 
Archbishop of Paris are content 
with asserting absurdities, while 
our Prelate labours to make his 
absurdities sound reason. Which, 
reader, think you, is the wiser 
plan, and which class of divines 
is the more politic? 

The main object of the cate. 
chism, is to enlist the consciences 
of the French on the side of the 
new Imperial Family. ‘The fol- 
lowing is one of the Lessous under 
the seventh commandment, on 
*Sthe duties of children towards 
parents.” 


sO 


“ Q. What are the duties of Christians 
in regard to the princes who govern 
them ; and, in particular, what are our 
duties towards Napoleon the First, our 
emperer? <A. Christians owe to the 


rinces who govern them, and we owe 
in particular to Napoleon the First, four 
emperor, love, respect, obedience, fide- 
lity, military service, and the tributes 
ordained for the preservation and the 
defence of the empire and of his throne; 











besides, we owe him fervent prayers for 
his safety, and for the temporal and spi 

ritual prosperity of the state —Q. Why 
are we bound to all these duties towards 
our emperor? A. First, because God 
who creates empires, and who distributes 
them according to his will, in loading 
our emperor with favours, whether in 
peace or war, has established him our 
sovereign, has made him che minister of 
his power and his image on earth. To 
honour and serve our emperor, is there- 
fore to honour and serve God him: elf. 
Secondly, because our Lord Jesus Christ, 
as well by his doctrine as by his exam- 
ple, has himself taught us what we owe 
to our sovereign; he was born under 
obedience to the decree of Casar Aucus- 
tus; he payed the tribute prescribed; 
and in the same manner as he has com- 
manded to render to God what belongs 
to God, he has also commanded to ren- 
der to Cxsar what belongs to C:e-ar. 
—Q. Are there not particular motives 
which ought to attach us more strongly 

to Napoleon the First, our emperor? 
A. Yes: for he it is whom God has 
raised up in difficult circumstances to re- 
establish the public wership of our fa- 
thers’ holy religion, and to be the pro- 
tector of it; he has restored and preserv- 
ed public order by his profound and 
active wisdom; he defends the state by 
his powerful arm, and is become the 
anointed of the Lord by the consecration 
which he has received from the chief 
Pontiff, head of the Universal Church.— 
Q. What are we to think of those who 
should fail in their duty towards the 
emperor? A. According to St. Paul, 
the Apostle, they would resist the order 
established by God himself, and would 
render themselves worthy of eternal 
damnation.—Q. Are the duties by which 
we are bound towards our emperor, 
equally binding towards his legitimate 
successors, according to the order estab- 
lished by the constitution of the em- 
pire? A. Yes, undoubtediy; for we 
read in Sacred Scripture, that God, the 
Lord of heaven and earth, by a disposi- 
tion of his supreme will, and by his pro- 
vidence, gives empires not only to a per- 
son in particular, bet also to his family. 
—Q_ What are our oblfgations towarcs 
magistrates? A. We ought to honour, 
to respect, and to obey them, because 
they are invested with the emperor's 
authority —Q. What is forbidden in the 
fourth commandment? A. We are for- 
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bidden to disobey our superiors, to hin- 
der or speak ali of them.” 


The orthodox Christian will not 
find in the catechism all the ** doc. 
trines of grace,’’ as they are quaint. 
ly called, expressed in his own 
way ; but he will perceive, to his 
satisfaction, some of the ** peculiar 
doctrines” stated with great pre. 
cision. France is no retreat for 
Arians and Socinians, 


“ Lesson. —Of the Mystery of the Holy 
7) inity —Q. Are there more Gods than 
A. No, there is but one God.— 
Q. How many persons are there in God? 
A. There are three persons in God.— 
Q. What are the three persons? <A, 
‘The Father, the Son, the Holy Spirit, 
and that is what we call the Holy Trini- 
ty.—Q. Isthe Father,God? <A. Yes,— 
Q. Is the Son, God? A. Yes.—Q_ Is 
the Holy Spirit, God? A. Ye me Q. 
Are there then three Gods? A, No, 
they are three distinct persons, who, 
notwithstanding, are but one God.—Q. 
Why are they but one God? A, Bee 
ciuse they have but one and the same 
nature; but one and the same divinity,— 
Q. Which of the three Divine Persons 
is the greatest, the wisest, and the most 
powerful? A. They have all the same 
greatness, the same wisdom, and the 
same power.—Q. 4s the Father older 
than the Son and the Holy Spirit? A. 
No; they are all three of the same eter 
nity ; in fine, they are equal in all things, 
for they are but one God.” 


ohe? 


Reason is as carnal in the eye 
of the Catholic as of the Calvinist, 
and this circumstance should some. 
what abate the confidence of this 
latter in the spirituality of his no. 
tions. Beat down reason, and 
the doctrine of ‘lransubstantia- 
tion is as demonstrable as the 
doctrine of the ‘Trinity, 


“ Lesson —On the Incomprebensibility of 
the Mysteries.—Q. Is this mystery then 
(the procession of the Holy Ghost) im- 
penetrable ? A. Yes.—-O. And the 
whole mystery of the Trinity? A. Is 
likewise impenctrable.—Q. And that 





oF 
of the incarnation? A. Yes; is in like 
manner.—(Q. Why then do we believe 
all the e thin rs? A. Be 


revealed them.—Q. And why has God 
obliged us to b things that are in- 
comprehen 1d >? A. Because it has 
plea ed him thus to exercise our faith.— 

. Are we treat “dill in b ng forced to 
belic re thine. whi ha above our com- 
prehension? A. On the contrary, by it 
we are honoured —Q. Why! A_ LBe- 
causc it is raising us above oursclvcs.— 


» belief of so many 


Q. What ~~ tt! 


— chet ile things to produce in 
us? The desire of one day seeing 
ole ‘a. Where shull we them? 
A. In heaven, where God shall clearly 
reveal him clf to us ). What say you 
of those who imagine they can under- 
stand the secrets of God? A. That they 
are fools and madmen.—Q. Why do you 
call them fools and madmen? A, Be- 
cause they know not th elves; they 
know not how ¢ smallest thines are 
made, as fly t, a barley-corn; 
a’ t wish :o dive mto the sc iets of 
Goi” 


This Lesson isan excellent pre- 


paration for orthodox believing. 


The man that has well digested it 
for tlie 


sin a fit state receiving 


following 


“ Lesson —Ofthe Commandments of the 


Church.—-Q. Has the church the power 
of making commandments? A. Yes, 
undoubredly.—O. Who has given this 
power? A. G xd himself, in ap peint- 
her our mv ©. W hy does the 
church m ike commandments? A. To 
dire us u th of rvation of the com- 
mandments of God.- QO. How many 
commandments of the church are there? 
A. Six.—Q. Repeatihem? A. I. "Thou 
shale keep the holidays which are com- 
manded. Hl. Thou -halt attend mass 
on Sundays, and holidays likewise. IT. 
Thou shale confess all thy sins at least 
once a year IV. Thou shalt receive 
thy Creat Z into a mouth) “with 
humility at least at EF; V. Thou 
ghalt fast on ? er ks, , Vigil » and 
the whole L- VI Theu shalt cat 
Meat neither Friday nor Saturday.” 


The translation was evidently 
doue in haste. The prayers at 


ba ge gett yah ‘ : . 
the end of the catcchisin are made 


1us¢ God has. 





French National Catech 1S2, 


quite ridiculous, by the substitu. 
tion of the familiar pronouns you 
and your, for the more no 
ones, thou, and thee, and thine, 
in the addresses to the Supreme 
Being. “Almighty God! who hath 
(hast ) created us in your likeness, 
and made us capable of knowing 
and enjoying you for ever, we 
adore . ” OQ God! who 
have (hast ) all in your powe rs we 
acknowledge that we have nothing 
but what comes from you, &c.” 
* We adore you, O my (our) 
God, who art here present; we 
praise you, &c.” ‘These barba. 
risms we should have thought 
impossible for a school-boy to 
disgrace paper with, who had re- 
ceived half a dozen lessons in 
grammar. 

l’refixed to the catechism, is an 
** Introduction” by the translator, 
containing many sensible and tru. 
ly Protestant remarks, strongly, 
thoug h not elegantly " expressed, 
More remarks might have been 
made upon the crecd of an Anti. 
christian Church, which professes 


SOiv 


VOU, & Ge 


to believe, that God consists of 
three persons, each perfect, inde. 


pendent God, and yet that he is 
but one; that the second person 
of the unchangeable, omnipre.~ 
sent Godhead, undernand a me- 
tempsychosis or incarnation, that 
is. came down to earth and be- 
came a man; that this second 
person, still God, though become 
man, and as God impassible and 
mmmorial, sufiered and died ; that 
this ** condescending God,” per- 
fecly holy, bore, by imputation, 
the guilt and punishment of his 
own creatures, imputed and in- 
flicted by himself; and that his 
bloud, the bload of a God-man, 
extinguished his own wrath, cote 


sidercd only as God! ! 








Arr. II!.—d Vindication of 


the Unitarians ; or, Remarks 


ona Late Publication, entitled ‘ A Vindication of the Me- 
thodists,’ Ke. By John Hill, Merchant, of Hull. Jn Four 


Letters to the Author. 
35. Is. Vidler. 1806. 


Unitarians, relying onthe good. 
ness of their cause, have never he- 
sitated to embark in controversy, 
whena favorable opportunity of 
agitating it has seemed to call them 
forth ; and to their controversial 
activity and skill, must be ascrib- 
ed, we think, the rapid spread of 
their opinions in late years. Dis- 
cussion is certainly favorable to 
truth; and itis no light presump- 
tion in favour of Unitarianism, 
that every public discussion of its 
urguments and merits, increases 
the number of its professors. 

A new defender of the Unita. 
rian doctrine, has arisen in the per- 
son of the author of this pam- 
phiet, who has proved himself to 
be no mean or unworthy cham- 
pion of the sect, every where spo- 
ken against, and every where 
gaining ground. An intimate ac. 
quaintance with the Methodists, 
has enabled him to meet their pe- 
culiar arguments, and to address 


Arr. IV. 
of the Philanthropic Socte 
mus Knox, J). J). 


Prvi +4 ai the Request of 


By WILLIAM SEVERN. 8vo. pp, 


them in their own language. Mlis 
‘6 vindication’’ exhibits an edify- 
ing pattern of zeal and charity, 
of hard arguments, and soft and 
courteous words. 

That our praise may not appear 
indiscriminate, we take the !:ber- 
ty of remarking that there are 
but few Unitarians, none with 
whom we are acquainted, that 
would agree with Mr. Severn in 
acknowledging ** in the strictest 
sense, the principles” of the Apos- 
tle’s Creed: and we are inclined 
to think that he himself, upon a 
re-consideration of that undoubt- 
edly ancient, but not apostolic 
symbol, would demur to the pro. 
positions, that Jesus Christ was 
conceived by the Holy Ghost, 
and born of the Virgin Mary, that 
he descended into hell, and that 
the Holy Ghost, the Holy Catho- 
lic Church, and the Keosurrection 
of the Body, are proper objects 
of a Christian’s belief. 


—A Sermon preac hed at the Opening of the Chapel 


Nov. 9. 1806. My Vicesi- 
Society, 


for the Benefit of the Institutzon. 4to. pp. 28. 2s. So- 


c ‘ciety’ s Manuf: ictory, 
1807. 


From a good preacher, stand- 
ng up on a good occasion, we 
expect an excel! sermon, and 
this character we cannot refuse 
to give to this discourse of Dr. 
Knox’s, delivered before tke !hi- 
lanthropic Society : though there 
are parts of it which a correct 
VOL. II. 


St. George’s Ficlds; and Mawman, 


taste would think tumid, which a 
sober judgment would prononnee 
extravagant, and which a very 
liberal mind would regard as nar. 
row, and almost superstitious 

The opening of the Society’s 
chapel leads the preacher to de- 
scant in rapturous language on 

© 































the sanctity of Places, and to in. 
sist with creat earnestness on the 
multiplication of churches and 
chapels of the Church of Eng- 
land. These topics were surely 
not wisely selected for an address 
toa society consisting partly of 
Quakers and other Dissenters. 
Yet Dr. Knox tells these charita- 
ble sectaries that he purposely 
omits many remarks ‘* in tender- 
ness’’ to them, ** and with a res- 
pectful deference to the wisdom 
of those, whose immediate duty it 
is, TO TAXE CARE (the capitals are 
from the copy) THAT THF CHURCH 
SHALL NOT BE IN DANGER.”’ 

The Doctor’s text, Isaiah xxviii. 
16, suggests remarks on the struc- 
ture of the church: the church 
allegorical, and the church, or 
rather churches, material. 


“as 


yu h, ‘says he, after explaining the 
text) is the founda.ioa of « temple truly 
Chri tial et us gratify the mental eye 
with a transient survey of the fic urative 
superstructure I look up with admira- 


tion at the broad expansive arch of cha- 
rity, the massy columns of truth, the 
gracefvl capitals of mercy, gentleness, 
and Compassion the whole comp actly 
cemented by piety and philantl irophy ; 
by a ement of godliness and love, inti- 
mately bk nded and tempered ina yr 
fect, i: ry arable amalgamation. If 

be asked, what architectural order i 
the fabri ? It is neither the Tuscan, 
the Doric, the Ionic, nor the Corin- 


thi wo putiths the Composite Christian 
orce’: more beauti®oul in ics form, more 
dueab'c omits materic! , than the most 


celebrated productions of classic anti- 
quity, ‘ied in the polite schools of 
Athens or of Rome. And it . finished 
with a grace whi h they could only, at 


a distant in ter val, iaintly and imperfer t- 
ly conceive.’ 


mod 


‘he Dr. then adverts to “ the 
origin and progress of religious 
fabrics, from the tabernacle of 
Moses, to the temple of Solomon, 
from the altar of green turf, or 





Dr. Knox's Philanthropic Sermon 


the cyJindrical stone, to the gor. 
geous abbey and august cathedral 
of onrown metropolis,” and laying 
itdown as a sure position that, 
‘Sthe Great Lord of the Uni. 
verse, has deigned to shew a pre- 
dilection for religious edilices, and 
for modes of worship, adorned 
and recommended with all that 
the art of man can contrive, or 
his dexterity execute, the finest 
productions of mechanical inge. 
nuity, the melody of music, the 
pathos of poetry, the sublimity 
of architecture, the pencil’s bla- 
zonry, and the high- -wrougcht de- 
corations of the chisel,”’ proceeds 
in a ** seductive digression,” ** to 
conduct our imaginations through 
the aisles of the abbey, and point 
to the con.cave dome of the cathe. 
dral; to bring before us the vivid 
images of the sculptured marble 
on the wall, the painted canvas at 
the aliar-piece, the storied illumi- 
nations of the window, the rich 
embellishments of the shrine, and 
all the graces of Gothic and Gre. 
cian architecture, combining in 
humble, ministerial, instrumenta- 
lity, to promote the sublime pur- 
poses of religion.” We have here 
much eloquence and (pardon us, 
reader,) much nonsense. These 
passages forcibly reminded us of a 
sermon preached by a Mr. Rams- 
te. before the University of 
Cambridge, some few years ago ; 
in which, enumerating all the in- 
grecients of national strength, he 
mentions and classes together, 
among an infinitude of other 


things, (we quote from memory,) 
the clergyman’s gow n, the judge's 
wig, the solemn pomp of tragedy, 
the fascinating humour of come. 
dy, and the intluences of the Holy 
Ghost.! 

In an ardour of ecclesiastie 








































fecling, Dr. Knox, in one part of 
the discourse, pours contempt up- 
on that species of benevolence 
which builds on ** statistical eco- 
nomy, aud political calculation.”’ 
—Ie remarks that he would term 
the new chapel, ‘* if it wanted a 
name, and if the name which he 
would give it had not been prosti- 
tuted, the Temple of 'Theophilan- 
thropism:”’ and his lively fancy 
sees ** a white banner waving over 
the portal of the edifice, (turning 
now from the house of God to 
the house of the poor,) with an in- 
scription, as it claims, in leiters 
of gold. To our father w hea- 
wen, sacred; to our brother on 
earth, (both the unfortunate and 
the guilty) a refuge and a re- 
form.” The sermon both opens 
and concludes with an animated 
address to heaven. ‘The conclud- 
ing prayer we willingly eatract, 
and heartily adopt. 


“ May the Most High, who delights 
in mercy and in merciful men, \ook 
down with peculiar favour, on this house, 
and grant that it may be perpetual; de- 
dicated, for ever, as it 1s opened, for the 
dirst time, this day, to charity and to 
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prayer. May he pour down the seeret 
influence of his loving spirit on the ap- 
pointed teachers, causing the instruc- 
tions to be afforded from this place, to 
diffuse universal philanthropy among the 
sons of men, in every clime, and of eve 
ry colour, persuading them to love one 
another, as Christ has loved us, to con- 
ciliate, to pacify, to relent, to forgive; 
and to say to the sword, in the words of 
the prophet Jeremiah, *O thou sword, 
how long will it be ere thou art quiet; 
put up thyself into thy scabbard, rese 
and be still.” May the example of this 
institution, and the doctrines taught from 
this pulpit, proceed santelealle from 
aze to age, to convince the world that 
all men, however, divided by oceans, 
ought to be Philanthropists; that man, 
born of woman, who hath but short time 
to live, and is full of misery, was not 
formed to be the enemy of man, but the 
brother, the friend, the protecror, the 
guardian, and the guide. May the 
prayers, together with the alms now of- 
fered, and to be for cver offered, from 
this sanctuary, ascend to heaven as ine 
cense; and, while they bring down 
blessings on the institutors, blessings on 
the worshippers, and blessings on the 
poor objects of their charity, open the 
gates of that celestial mansion, where 
shall be no more misery to relieve, and 
where Phianthropy shall be completely 
gratified, in finding all moral and all na- 
tural evil cease, under the eternal reign 
of the supreme Lover of Men, Jesus 
Christ, our Saviour and Redeemer.” 
Amen and Amen, 


Art. V.—A Sermon preached before the Unwersity of Cam- 
bridge, June 29, 1806; being Commencement Sunday. 
By Epwarp Ma trtsy,D.D. 4to. pp. 19. 2s. Cadell 


and Davies. 1806. 


This discourse is worthy of the 
judicious author of *¢ Illustrations 
of the Christian Religion ;” it is 
rational and impressive. ‘The text, 
John ix. 4. is not chosen as a 
motto merely, but is clearly ex- 
plained, and ably enforced. In 
the progress of the sermon, Dr. 
Maltby shews, 


“ First, that to every individual is al- 
Jetted the performance of his peculiar 


work or employment. Secondly, that a 
distinct and proper season is assigned to 
each individual for his work. And, 
thirdly, he insists on the fatal error com- 
mitted by those, who fail to improve the 
opportunities they enjey of gaining the 
knowledge, and discharging the duuces 
suited to their respective stations.” 


These points Dr. M. discusses 
with much ingenuity of illustra- 
tion, and strength of argument. 

The following observations, on 
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the utility of classical learning, 
considered with reference to ethics 
and theology, are just and impor- 
tant. 


** All, undoubtedly, that it is essential 
for a Christian to learn in the theory and 
ractice of Ethics, is contained in the 
-_ of the Old and New Testament: 
but surely the topics of moral science 
may be enlarged and elucidated by the 
writings of philosophers in every clime, 
and of every religion. And as this stu- 
dy was no where pursued to such an ex- 
tent, or with so much success, as by the 
sages of Greece and Rome, skill in these 
languages will at least discover much 
elaborate reasoning, much curious dis- 
tinction, much scientific arrangement. 
Our researches into this important sub- 
ject will be invited and rewarded by the 
rich variety of their matter, if not by the 
infallible truth of their speculations ; by 
the splendour and beauty of their lan- 
guage, if not by the irresistible cogency 
ef their arguments. Doubtless it were 
superfluous to prove that none can a 
prehend so accurately and congieale 
she contents of the sacred volumes them- 
acives, as those who have stored their 
minds with habits of critical investiga 
tion, derived from an carly and intimate 
acquaintaace with profane literature,” 


P. 10.—“ It were easy to prove that 
every study by which the powers of the 
human mind are invigorated and enlarg- 
ed, has a tendency to improve us in the 
belief and practice of true religion. 
Whatsoever extends the limits of our 
knowledge, whether in the natural or in 
the moral world, cannot fail to supply 
additional proofs of the wisdom, power, 
and goodness of the Deity. ‘The ab- 
struse sciences, by exercising the facul- 
ties in the art of reasoning, enable it 
(them) to grasp more firmly the various 
arguments for the truth of Christianity ; 
and even those studies, by which the 
fancy is warmed, and the taste matured, 
dispose us to estimate more justly, and 
to feel more exquisitely, the lofty image- 
ry, the appropriate diction, and the win- 
ning simplicity of the sacred writers. 
This, indeed, is the end to which every 
part of knowledge should be ultimately 
directed; nor can we set forth, in a fairer 
or more striking point of view, the ad- 
vantages of polite and recondite learn- 
ing, than by shewing that it affords the 
clearest perception of the excellency, as 
well as truth, of revealed religwa.” P, 


18, 


We were pleased to find, in p. 
14, a quotation from ** the ele- 
gant and rational Jortin.”’ 


Art. VI.—d Sermon preached in the Cathedral Church of 
St. Paul, London, on Thursday, June 5, 1806: ber+g the 
time of the Yearly Mecting of the Children Educated in 
the Charity Schools, in and about the Cities of London and 
Westminster. By the RightReverend Joun, Lorp Bisuor 
OF Exerer. Published at the Request of the Society for 
Promoting Christian Knowledge. 4to. Rivingtons. 1806. 


The ** Society for Promoti 
Christian Knowledge,” like the 
** Society for the Suppression of 
Vice,’ consists wholly of godly 
persons, ** well affected to his 
Majesty King George, and his 
Government, and to the Church 
of England as by law established.” 
No person residing within the bills 
of mortality, can be admitted a 
member without a recommenda. 
tion by ** two mpmbers at least,” 


certifying that he is ** of a sober 
and religious life and conversa- 
tion; and of an humble, peace- 
able, and charitable disposition,” 
** excepting one of the Royal fa- 
mily ora Bishop.” ‘* His Royal 
Highness George, Prince of Wales,” 
is, we are happy to see, at the 
head of the members. 

In a very short sermon, the 
‘* Lord Bishop of Exeter,” pleads 
the cause of charity towarts poor 








children, with considerable ear. 
pestiess. 

He has an original remark, in 
p. 10, which we shal! quote, as it 
may suffice to infuse into Unita. 
rian Christians, who contend so 
gealously for the unrivalled su- 
premacy of Almighty God, a more 
than ordinary degree of loyalty. 


“ Christian morality is the true basis, 
en which all beneficial government niust 
rest; and is most peculiarly the strength 
and permanence of that excelent form 
of polity, with which the people of this 
kingdom are blessed: where, from the 
union of Church and State, God may be 
truly said to be, all in all,” 


The Bishop (Dr. Fisher) is tu- 
tor of the Princess Charlotte, and 
we may hope, judging from the 
following passage, that he will 
prepare her to be, should she 


Arr. VII.—The English Litur 


A Sermon, delivered nm the 


Grace-church, St. Mary, Stoke Newington, and St. 


By Georcr G 
1806. 


Islington. 
Is. Riv ingtons. 


We pity such of the beneficed 
slergy as believe the church to 
be in danger ; among whom is the 
** Rector of St. Bene’t Grace. 
church, and of Stoke Newington ; 
and Lecturer of Islington.” We 
shall not, therefore, criticise se- 
verely this attempt—zecalous if 
not wise—to preserve the sacred 
vessel of the church from ship- 
wreck, ** in these times (as Dr. 
G. in his fear describes them) of 
ecclesiastical anarchy.” Men un- 
der the influence of imaginary ter- 
rors, are less to be censured for 
the follies they commit, than com- 
miserated, on account of the dis- 
ordered state of mind in which 
those follies originate. 

Dr. G.’s text, is 2 Tim, i, 1 . 


Dr. Gaskin's Sermon on the Liturgy. 





iot 


ever ascend the British throne, a 
steady supporter, (like the last 
Queen who held the reins of go- 
vernment in England, ‘* good 
Queen Ann, of pious memory,”’) 
of the church as by law establish. 
ed, and a determined enemy of 
heresy and schisin. 


* Indeed, the awful state of our coun- 
try, in these tremendous times, requires, 
even upon inferior motives, our most 
zealous guardianship of these institu- 
tions, where truth is taught unmixed 
with error ; where the pure doctrines of 
our most Primitive and Apostolical 
Church, are inculeated with unremutting 
diligence; and where these peer inno- 
cent children are separated and preserv- 
ed from those mischievous receptacles of 
fanaticism, disloyalty, and pissewrt, 
which h ive of lat. hye en foe tong and fe 
red; and, to the ten- 
dency of which, the eyes of the discern- 
img part of the comumunity are timely 
opened.” P. 8. 


pr Capatct ly CMON? 


» & 


ay, a * Form of Sound werd. 
Parish Churches vf St. Benet 
Mary 


p. 29. 


ASKIN, D.D. 8vo. pp. 


Pp 


Hold fist the form of sound words. 
‘The form here alluded to, is, he 
supposes, the ancient “formulary 
or confession of faith,” required 
of all persons at baptism. He al. 
lows that ‘+ there is good reason 
to think,” that the creed com- 
monly called the Apostles’, ** was 
not prepared by the Apostolicat 
College.” 

The object of the discourse is 
to shew that the English Liturgy 
is a form of sound words, and 
ought therefore to be highly 
prized, and carefully retained. It 
is pare and perfect, contains no 
errors, and omits no truth. It is 
adequate to the wants of the good 
people of this country, possible 
as wellas real. It canmet be re. 
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moved or even altered without 
alarming detriment to the state, 
and to * every true son of the 
Church of England.” Yet alas! 
this perfection, lke the beauty of 
a Chinese bel/e, is local; it fades 
away when taken oll consecrated 


ground. 


“Even this service, (says the Dr.) 
when performed as an act of public wor- 
ship, by person. not in C} iscopal ord rs, 
or W hos« place of Ww orship, though called 
— chapel, has not rec ceived the licence or 
sanction of the Bishop, but is opened in 
defiance of his jurisdiction, then ceases 
tw be the service of the Church of Eny- 
land; and the persons frequenting it, 
actually become schismatics from the 
shurch, and Dissenters, of | know not 
what new description.” 


Transplantation which, it seems, 
deteriorates the delicate plant of 
the English Liturgy, might possi- 
bly improve in the same degree 
the rough one of Nonconforming 


Arr. ViIL—Future Punishment of Endless Duration. 


Sermon, preached at the Ri 


Collyer’s Rents, Southwark ; 
Ministers and Churches, Dec. 11, 1806. 


WINTER. 8Svo. pp. 35. 
The eternity of hell torments is 
so dreadful a doctrine, so appa- 
rently subversive of the attributes 
of the Deity, and so irreconcilea- 
ble with the spirit and design of 
the gospel, that it requires an ac- 
cumulation of strong arguments 
and just criticisms, to bend down 
our reason, and stupify our feel- 
ings into a persuasion and belicf 
of its truth. Such arguments 
and criticisms are not to be 
found in this discourse, nor in 
Dan ‘Taylor's sermon, on whic! 
i¢ seems to be built, and therefore 
at cannot be expected to answer 
its design ; though by exciting in. 
quiry, it may be the means of 
bringing some pious persons off 





Winter's Sermon on Future Punishments. 


worship; and this should abate 
Dr. Gaskin’s terror at the pros- 
pect of this change. Turn the 
conventicle into a church, (we do 
not prophecy that this will ever 
be the case) and it will at once ace 
quire all the sanctity and virtues 
inspiring power which it now 
wants. 

A description is given by the 
Dr. of the higher clergy of the 
English Church, which it would 
be entertaining to compare with 
the description of Christian teach. 
ers in the N. T.: aud we leave 
our readers to make the compa- 
rison. 


“ The governors of this society (the 
church) form a kind of aristocracy res- 
pecting the community at large; but 
cach particular governor, in his proper 
district, is a sort of monarch, exercising 
his functien, both towards the inferior 
ministers and laity, according to the will 
of the supreme head of the church,” 


A 


v. J. Anmghi’s Meeling-house, 


at a Monthly Association of 
By Rosert 
1SO6. 

from a tenet, which clothes the 
parent of the human race with a 
character which in any one of his 
creatures would be execrable. Let 
any benevolent person ponder on 
the following reflection, (p. 28.) 
and try if he can possibly recon. 
cile his heart to the creed which 
produced it. Itis to Mr. Winter’s 
credit that the idea is not original, 
but has been advanced by almost 
every preceding Calvinistic writer, 
and especially by Jonathan Ed- 
wards. 


Is. 


** Who can imagine, what purposes of 
love and mercy may be accomplished to, 
the myriads of the redeemed, by behold- 
ing the awiul coutrast which will be 
eahibiicd, ia the wreiched condition. 





ef thore who are suffering the awful 
consequences of their own transgres- 


ay 
sion,’ |! 


Yet, while we express our ab- 
horrence, aS Christians, of the 


ee 


Obituary.—TIsaae Reed, Esq. 
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doctrine maintained in this dis- 
course, we cheerfully pay the an- 
thor the compliment of admitting 
that it is modest, well-written, 
and not uncandid. 
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OBITUARY. 


eS 


1807, January 5. “In his 65th year, 
at his chambers in Staple Inn, of which 
honourable society he had long been one 
of the antients, worn out by natural de- 
bility, though his mind retained its ori- 
ginal firmness, ISAAC REED, Esq. a 
respectable solicitor and conveyancer 
His father passed unambitiously throngh 
life in the useful occupation of a baker, 
and had the satisfaction of witnessing the 
son's literary attainments with that en- 
thusiasm which so frequently prevails in 
a strong uncultivated mind. Placed in a 
situation which above all others, ts fre- 
quently the road to riches and honour, 
Mr. R.’s principal ambition was, to ac- 
quire a fundamental knowledge of the 
jurisprudence of his country; and thus 
far he was eminently successful. But 
the law, however alluring its prospects, 
had not charms sufficient to engage his 
whole attention; and while he venerated 
the system, he detested the chicanery of 
which he was almost daily a witness in 
many of its professors. An attempt to 
make“ the worse appearthe better cause” 
would havebeenwith him abreach ofmoral 
obligation. Hence an extensive line of bu- 
siness was necessarily precluded ; but he 
had the satisfaction of numbering among 
his clients many highly valued friends ; 
and other avenues to Fame, if not to 
Fortune, were open to his capacious 
mind. His intimate knowledge of an- 
tient English literature was unbounded. 
His own publications, though not very 
numerous, were all valuable; and he 
was more satisfied with being a faithful 
editor, than ambitious of being an ori- 
ginal composer.” After a numerous ca- 
talogue of publications, commencing in 
1768, Mr. Reed's concluding literary 
engagement appears to have been “ the 
last and splendid edition of Shakspeare, 
in 21 vols. 8vo. 1803, with his name 
prefixed ; an effort which he with some 
difficulty was persuaded to make. So 
extremely averse, indeed, was he to ap- 
pearing before the public, that, when he 
‘was asked, as a matter of course, to add 
only his initials at the end of the prefa- 


tory advertisement to the volume of Dr. 
Young, | which he had edited] his answer 
was nearly in these words : * I solemnly 
declare, that [have such a thoronghdread 
of putting my pame to any publication 
whatever, that, if | were placed in the 
alternative either of so doing, or of stande 
ing in the pillory, I believe } should pre 
fer the latter.’——He was a valnable cone 
tributer to the Westminster Magazine 
from 1773 to 1780. The biographical 
articles are from his pen. He became 
also very early one of the proprietors of 
the European Magazine, and was a con- 
stant contributor to it for many year's 
particularly in the biographical and cri- 
tical departments. He was also an ote 
casional volunteer in the pages of Sylvae 
nus Urban. Soample, indeed, was hie 
collection of literary curiosities, so ready 
was he in turning to them, and so tho. 
roughly able to communicate informa- 
tion, that no man of character ever ape 
lied to him in vain. 

To follow Mr. Reed into “the more 
retired scenes of private and domestic 
life. He was anearly riser. Exercise 
was to him agreat source both of health 
and pleasure. Naturally companionable, 
he frequently enjoyed the conversation of 
the table at the houses of a select circle 
of friends, to whom his great knowledge 
of books, and his firm but modest mode 
of communicating that knowledge, ale 
ways rendered him highly acceprable, 
His collections of books, which are 
chiefly English, is perhaps one of the 
most extensive in that kind that any pris 
vate individual ever possessed.”’ 

‘To the above account of Mr. Reed, 
given by his old and intimate literar 
triend, the editor of the Gentleman's 
Magazine, and which we have taken the 
liberty to abridge, it may be added, thag 
Dr. Kippis, in the prefaces to the first 
and second volumes of the Biog. Britt. 
acknowledges very respectfully the ase 
sistance derived from his literary infore 
mation, and refers to him as an authoe 
rity in several articles of that work, 


Mr. Reed was buried in the church of 





























































fO4 (>! ‘uary—Lady Lleskeih. 


Amwell, a village near Ware, which 
has been celebrated in “ a Descriptive 
Poem,” in blank verse, by the Muse of 
Scott. In that village Mr. R. has passed 


a yreat part of his lei ure hours at the 
house of one of his intimate friends. 

J 15, at Clifton, in an advance ! age 
LADY HESKETH, widow of Sir 
"thor IH. Bart. OF the part culars 
of this lady's history we have no infor- 
mation, exc] t as ber name F quently 
eccars im the ide and interesting letters 
of Cow} cT, her first ce usin, with whom 
she became intimate during her juvenile 
years. ‘The amusements of those years 


hived his remembrance, when they 
bal! ig dc} irted. In a letter to I ady 


bi. after a very playful account of their 
youthful frolics, he adds, “ The hours 
I have spent with you were among the 
pl asante.t of my lormer days, and are 


therefore chromcled in my mind so 
eecply as to fear no crasure.” In ane 
other letter, almost the last which he 
wrote «> this lady, or was in circume 
stances to write to any onc, he says, 
“ ‘Though nature designed you only for 
my cou in, you have had a sister’s place 
m my affections ever since I knew you.” 

Lady H. was marricd before 1763, 
when Cowper's corresp« ndence with her 
commences. She visited him during 
bis first derangement while he resided 
in the temple, ** the only time,” he says, 
*in which he ever saw her without 
pleasure.” On his recovery he renewed 
their correspondence from Huntingdon, 
which after a tew months was unac- 
countably discontinued for a period of 
twenty years. Mr. Hayley informs his 
readers that Lady H. spent seveial of 
those years abroad with Sir Thomas, a 
worthy man, with many peculiarities, 
according to a letter of Cowper's. She 
aftc me 4 became a widow, and passed 
through much affliction. There was 
probably some other cause of this ex- 
graordinary alicnation; but Mr. Hay- 
Jey, in bes bi graphy of Cowper, does 
pot always write (9 convey information. 

Lady H's. attentions to her cousin re- 
vived in 1785, upon mecting with John 
Gilpin. The bard thur agrecably re- 
fers to this circumstance. *‘* Above all 
} honour John Gilpin, since it was he 
who first encouraged you to write. I 
made him on pur, ose to laugh at, and 
he has served his purpose well; but | 
am now in ccht to him for a more valu- 
able acquisition than all the laughter in 
the workd amounts to, the re oyery of my 


intercourse with you, which is to me me 
estimable.” The gratification which 
Cowper received from the revival of 
their correspondence, and an expected 
interview with his cousin, at Olney, 
cannot be described so we!l as in his 
own words. ‘“ This is just as it should 
be. We are all grown young again, 
and the days that ! thought I should see 
no more are actually returned. I need 
only recollect how much I valued you 
once, and with how much cause, unme- 
diately to feel a revival of the same va- 
lue, if that can be said to revive, which 
at the most has only been dormant for 
want of employment. But I slander it 
when I say it has slept. A thousand 
times have | recollected a thousand 
scenes, in which our two selves have 
formed the whole of the drama, with 
the greatest pleasure; at times, too, 
when | had no reason to suppose that I 
should ever hear from you again. I 
hope that now our correspondence has 
received its last interruption, and that 
we shall go down together to the grave, 
chatting and chirping as merrily as such 
a scene of things as this will permit.” 

Lady H. visited Cowper at Olney, in 
1786, and passed several months in that 
village. She had gealously promoted 
the subscription to his Homer, and also 
proposed to aid the pecuniary resources 
of the poet from her own purse, a pro-= 
posal which was made and accepted 
with a frankness highly creditable to 
both the partics. Thus was Cowper as- 
sisted to make a very agreeable change 
in his Situation, as he describes it toa 
friend. “ Lady Hesketh is our good 
angel, by whose aid we are enabled to 
pass into a better air and a more walk- 
abie country. She stoops to Olaey, lifts 
us from our swanip, and sets us down on 
the elevated grounds of Weston-Under- 
wood.” Here in 179s, Lady H. at- 
tended her cousin for some months, dur- 
ing his distressing derangement, justify- 
ing Mr. Hayley’s remark that “ her 
tenderness to her illustrious though une 
happy relation, was exemplary through 
every period of his changefu! life.” 

Lady H. appears by the manner in 
which Cowper addresses her, to have 
possessed a devout turn of mind, though 
there are no traces of her opinions and 
feelings being those so fondly called 
evangelical. ter correspondent himscif 
when writing to her, indulges views of 
religion which must be approved by 
every serious Christian, allowing for bis 














phraseology in describing the divine ir 
fluence. “ You say, you hope it is not 
necessary for salvation te undergo the 
same afllictions that I have undergone. 
No, my dear cousin, God deals with his 
children as a merciful father; he does 
not, as he himself tclls us, afflict wil- 
lingly the sons of men. Doubtless, 
there are many, who having been placed 
by his good providence, out of the reach 
ef any great evil and the influence of 
had example, have from their very in- 
fancy been partakers of the grace of his 
holy spirit. in such a manner as never to 
have allowed themselves in any grievous 
offence against him.” It is remarkable 
that Cowper, while with his favourite 
divines, Messrs. Newton, Bull, &c. he 
entertained the tremendous doctrines of 
Calvin, could yet delight in the society 
of those whom the system of that theo- 
logian would teach him to regard with 
horror. Such besides Lady H. and se- 
veral others was probably Dr. Cotton, 
author of “ Visions in Verse,” whom he 
describes as a benevolent physician and 
a pious Christian friend. Such too was 
the late Mr. Row, whose life and death, 
as described by Mr. Hayley, would 
have donc honour to any communion. 
Jan. 25, aged 68, Mr. LILLY, sub- 
librarian at the Subscription Room, 
Stamford. Early in life he embarked 
for America. In an excursion up the 
country, he and his companions were 
seized by a party of unsubdued Negroes, 
{more prob. bly Indians} and those who 
were not mas-acred were detained as 
slaves. In this situation he was for a 
long period held, being repeatedly trans- 
ferred from one savage chieftan te an- 
other, at the price of a few -kins of wild 
beasts Having endured innumerable 
hardships, he at kenge effected his es- 
capes and after spending some time as a 
school-master in America, he returned in 
mdigence to his native country, and was 
indebted for a moderate subsistance to 
the situation he was charitably put into 
by the Public Library. Press. 
The following communications from a 
walusble correspondent were accidentally 
omited in our lust Obituary. 


Dec. 8. 1806, died suddenly, at New- 
castle upon Tyne, in the midst of her 
Pupils, Mrs, WJLSON (aged 59.)— 
Born to affluence, she was early visited 
by the severe vicissitude of fortunc; 
under the pressure of which, her exem- 
plary conduct engaged the highesteem and 
“— 7 many judicious friend:. But 

vt. il, 
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the misfortunes of the individual proved 
of essential benefit to the Public ; as th 
led her to devote her valuable life 
to that important profession in which 
the soundness of her judgment, the ex- 
tent of her information, and the dignified 
gentleness of her manner, particularly 
qaulified herto excel. Her plan of edu- 
cation was vot confined to the mere orna- 
mental accomplishments; but extended 
itself to the regulation of the mind and 
heart, on the principles of rational 
piety, and with an enlarged view of the 
importance of the female character. 
Her great success is abundantly testi- 
fied by the many excelient and amiable 
members of the society who have been 
trained up under her direction; by the 
warm attachment which they have uni- 
formly continued to shew, to the precep- 
tress and friend of their youth; and by 
the deep regret which not only they, but 
the public ac large, have expressed for 
her sudden remoVal from that scene of 
active usefulness, in which she continued 
till the moment of her death, 


Let others teach the meaner course of 

Art, 

ive the polish, but neglect the 
art; 

To point to female youth life’s flow’ry 


To 


way; 
And teli them, pleasure dwells but with 


the gay; 

On Beauty build their influence and 
power, 

Beauty, that blows and fades within an 
hour ! 


Far, far from Her, o’er whom we mourn 
ful bend, 

Youth's firmest guardian, best and gen- 
tlest friend, 

Far, far from her such precepts of the 
day, 

Which bear o'er Fashion’s slaves resist- 
less sway: 

Her's was the task those lessons to im- 


whith « raise the genius,” and which 
‘tmend the heart ;"” 

Confer by culture dignity and grace, 

And give the ornament a second place ; 

Make the fair form intelligent, refin’d, 

The eye the index to the tutor’d mind ; 

To plant those guides which elevate the 
so 


Taste to direct, and Reason to con- 
troul.— 

—Long shall the memory of thy virtues 
Test, 

The faithful tenant of this sorrowing 
breast. 


, Tv 
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The commercial, literary, and religi- 
ons public, have lately sustained a severe 
loss in the death of Mr. THOMAS 
BLAYLOCK, of Newcastle upon Tyne, 
a young man of esi talents, excel- 
lent principles, and amiable manners. 
Asa son,a brother,a friend, and an active 
member and manager of useful institu- 
tions, (particularly of the Literary 5So- 
ciety of Newcastle, whose general and 
committec-meetings he constantly at- 
tended; of the New Institution for Phi- 
losophical Instruction, of whose Iec- 
turer he was ever the ready, cheerful, 
and intelligent assistant in every case of 
difficulty; and of the Sunday Schools 
supported by the Unitarian Socicty in 
Hanover-square, of which he was the 
Treasurer and faithful Superintendent), 


he will ever be remembered with the 
deepest reeret. He perished in the Bro- 
thers, Capt. Poad, of Shields, with whom 
he was going a passenger to Copen- 
hagen, on business of importance to his 
family. The ship foundered off Stroom- 
stadt on the coast of Norway, and ail 
hands were lost, except a boy who was 
washed ashore on the sky-light hatch- 
way. Such events are atnong the most 
mysterious dispensations of Providence 
but we confidently trust that the time 
will come, when not only these, but also 
more extensive calamities, which at 
present baffle our limited comprehen- 
sion, will be seen to be parts of one 
great scheme, and, in ways as yet inex- 
plicable, “ working together for good.” 
re. 
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RELIGIOUS, LITERARY, AND POLITICO- 
tELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 
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RELIGIOUS. 

The Report of the Committee of the 
UNITARIAN FUND i, now published, 
and may be had cither with Dr. ‘Toul- 
min’s sermon, preached before the So- 
ciety at their fest annual meeting, or 
separately. It will give the public full 
information concerning the object and 
Operation of the Fund, and will, we 
trust, be the occasion of a great aug- 
mentation of the lise of Subscribers. 

A sufficient sum has, been already 
raised for beginning the New Version 
of the New ‘lestament, proposed by the 
Unitarian Book Society; and the work 
will accordingly be proceeded on im- 
mediately, by the Committee appointed 
for the purpose. 

The conductors of the “ Missiona:y 
Society,’ established in 179g, are seek. 
ing to augment its wealth und enlarge 
its power, already grea’, by the esta- 
lishment of “ Auxiliary Societies,” in 
Loncon and throughout the country, for 
the purpose of raising subscriptions from 
the poorer friends to the Society, in very 
email sums. <As these Auxiliary Socie 
ties are to meet annually, as they are to 
choose their own officers, as the repores 
of the Missionary Society are to be re- 
gularly laid before them, it is not int- 
probable that they may be the occasion 
of introducing a manly habit of thinking 
among the Whitficid Methodists, and a 


spirit of liberal inquiry among Calvinists, 
Similar Auxiliary Societies have beer 
established for supporting the British 
and Foreign Bible Society. 


POLITICO-RELIGIOVS. 
THE JEWS. 
To the Editor of the Monthly 
Repository. 
Sir, , 

Asa few enlightened minds may possi- 
bly feél interested in the fate of the Jews, 
a very great revolution among them 
seeming to be at hand, I am encouraged 
to throw a little light upon the latter part 
of their history in France, since the 
establishmene of the Sanhedrim, at Paris. 
To this assembly the continental papers 
inform us, members are hastening from 
all parts, even from Constantinople ; 
and their waiting for their full comple- 
ment may have prevented them from 
proceeding any further than passing a 
decree, consisting of 27 articles, for or 
ganizing their wor-hip, and appointing 
a Consistoria: Synagogue in each de- 
partment that contains 2000 individuals 
professing the religion of Moses— (for the 
appellation of Jews isto be jaid aside,) and 
a grand Rabbi is to be chosen by the 
Consistorial Synagogue, and to have a 
salary of 3000 franes per annum, paid 
him by government, To the Jews in 








France a vat accession of numbers will 
be made from Prussia and Poland. In 
the latter country they are generally 
rich and great money-lenders to the 
J.ord:, the Farmers and others. Peo. 
ple who suspect the motives of the 
“rench government relative to the Jews, 
urge that their interest being once ob- 
tained in favour of France, they “4 their 
extensive connections, their wealth, and 
purtly by interest, will be exactly that 
tothe nectey Which the Jesuits were to 
the ofd government of France. Some 
of the Jews in France and Germany are 
cideavouring to write themselves into 
favour and consequence. A small work 
in Hebrew, which has been translated 
into French, entitled “ Who is this, but 
én Israclitish Christian ?” was lately ad- 
vertised in the Moniteur, and therefore 
cannot be disagreeable to the French go- 
vernment, particularly as the author, 
who is a Lieutenant in the invalids, ad- 
vices the young Israelites to range theme 
selves under the standard of Napoleon, 
that they may retain Jerusalem and re- 
build the Temp'e. A very recent ad- 
dress fromthe Jews at Francfort to their 
brethren, exhorting them to join in the 
present measures, stiles Napoleon their 
Jiustrious Prince, and quotes the twenty- 
second Psalm v.30, 31,48 upon the point 
of being fulfilled. ‘The Prince Primate, 
cn the 4th of January, published a de- 
crce in which he abolishes all those hu- 
miliating distinctions by which the Jews 
in that city u-ed to be stigmatized.— 
The Jews at Francfort have addressed 
u letter tothe Sanhedrin at Paris on this 
occasion. It is but justice to the Jews, 
to acknowledge that the learning and 
liberality of sentiment exhibited by se- 
veral of their nation upon the Conti- 
nent, p ticularly in Prussia; have p o- 
bably paved the way for the notice that 
has lately been taken of them, and at 
the same time praved them worthy of 
the attention paid to, and the indulgence 
promised them.“+tn berlin, for -everal 
years past, men of learning and genius 
umong the Jews have brew enjoying sine 
gular honours. ‘The date Moses Mrndei- 
‘ohn, for the force sof his reasoning { 
Was shrnamed thd) Jewish Socrates; fot 
the amenity of hil diction, the Jewish 
Piste Bloch,' Jews hopfiysician, wis 
the first nacufalist of the ave: Herz is 
4 professor, with 400 auditors: Mai 
non, a profound metaphysician. ‘There 
are Jewish poets and Jewish artists of 
tminence, and, which perhaps exist no 
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where but in Berlin, a Jewish deademy 
of Sciences, and a Jewish Literary Jour- 
nal, composed in Hebrew.—( See Vawrtar, 
or the Sketches of the ‘Times, Vol, Il. 
249,)-—A large number of Jews at Ber- 
lin, heads of families of respectable cha- 
racter, have subscribed and published a 
letter to MgT eller. Provost of the Upper 
Consistory, (the department of govern- 
ment which has the superintendence of 
ecclesiastical affairs,) in which they de- 
clare, that being convinced the laws of 
Moses are no longer binding upon them, 
as not being adapted to eheir circum, 
stances at this day, they are willing and 
ready to become Christians as dar asre- 
lates to the moral doctrines of Chriss 
tianity, provided they shall not be, re- 
quired to believe the mirwculous part of the 
Christian creed, and above all, the divinity 
of Fesuas Christ ; and provided they may 
be admitted to participate in all the 
rightsand privileges enjoyed by the mem- 
bers of the established religion. ‘Their 
confession of faith would be something 
less than Unitarianism, but approaching 
nearly to it. ‘They ask M. Teller’s ad- 
vice on this plan, and whether he thinks 
it practicable? M. ‘Veiler has published 
an answer in Which he infofins them, 
that they do well to-believe as much of 
Christianity as they can, and that if they 
cannot in conscience believe more, they 
do well to profess it ; but as tothe ques- 
tion whether their fragment of faith 
ought to entitle them to share the civil 
and political privileges enjoyed exclu- 
sively by entire Christians, it is not his 
province, but belongs to the civil au- 
thority of the country, to decide.—M. 
De Lue, a celebrated chemist and theo- 
legian, has published a letter to these 
Jews, in which he ‘boldly advances to 
meet them on the ground which M. Tel- 
ler declines : he tells them that far from 
scrupling points of Christian doctrine,. 
they ‘ought mot: even to ebandon the 
standard of Moses: that/the history of, 
the carth and its pe a rances, 
are the stror of alb possibile testimo- 
nies to the mar of the Mosaic history, 
and that if they wilboaly.take the pawns 
to be better natural philosophers, they 


‘will not bed ready. to renounce their 


faith as Jews.—'l hete have been numers 
ous pamphlets written awd published u 


‘on this subject, which mike, as the, 


French term it, a great sei)-ation in the 
North of Germany, | (See Le:ters from 
an American residemt abroad op various 
topics of foreign literature, &c,) 
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The charge which David Levi brought 
stainst his nation, in 1796, of their be- 
img rreatly affected with scepticism, by 
reading Botinbroke, Hume and Voitairc, 
so as seateely to believe in a revelation, 
auch less to have any hope in their fa- 
ture restoration, is by no means appli- 
cable to the present time! The press, 
as well as the pulpit, always begers 

oselytes, and this we shal! find has not 
Pen idle. Among other singular pro- 
ductions of the day, there i: now circu- 
lating in France a work originally print- 
ed in 16:3, without the name either of 
author or printer—but which is believed 
to have been composed by hhaae Lapcyree, 
ef Bourdeaus. It is entitled “ Tut 
Recall or rur * some eae follow- 
ing i¢a transcript from the preface to the 
reader: “My design is to make it ap- 

ear that the Jews will be called to the 
nowledge of the Gospel; and I shall 
also demonstrate that the salvation of 
the Gentiles is connected with that of 
the Jews, and that all the people of the 
earth shall be at the same time converted 
te the knowledge of the Christian faith.” 
‘This is the subject of the author's first 
book.—""! shall afterwards prove that 
when the Recall of the Jews, which | 
understand to be spiritual (Que je pose 
spiritwel,) takes place, they will col- 
lected from all parts of the world where 
they are scattered, im order to be led and 
settled temporally in the land that is 
promised them. 1 shall also prove that 
this Recall aod establishment of the 
Jews will he effected by a temporal 
Prince, who chal! provoke the Jews toa 
holy jealousy in the knowledge of the 
Messiah and in his service. 1 shall also 
reke it appear, that this tempore! King 
shall be the warwersal King foretold by 
the prophets, to whom all the Kings of 
the earth shall do homage. And this 
King I shall prove wil! be a King of 
France."—This is the argunsent of the 
second book.—The third book exhorts 
the Christians to do every thing in their 

ower to persuade the jews to bectane 
“hristians ; to which Christians are call- 
ed and solicited by the duties of Chris 
tian charity and their own interest. — 
The fourth book deelares the Messiah 
to ae and makes it ar thas 
Jesus wt, come in the fesb to the 
Gentiles, ought to be looked upon as 
having come in the spirit to che Jews— 
This ts demonstrated by passages quoted 
fram the ancient books of the Jew., and 
even the articles of theig own faith.— 


The fifth and !ast book proposes reason- 
able and possible expedients to diaw the 
Jews to us—* Andin this book,” sys 
the author, “1 offer proper and plausible 
reasons for recalling and reuniting tm the 
bosom of the Church the Chrsitian Sects 
who have separated from it.”—This is 
the summary of the contents. It is not 
the illiterate or enthusiastic Tew ‘only 
who indu ges the idea that the head of 
the french government is a temporal 
Mes iah.--The same cause engages the 
pens of the learned! A metrical trans- 
lation of the Psalm, “ Quare fremuerunt 
geates:” “Why do the nations rage,” 
&c. was published at Parts, in March 
last, 1806, written by M. Crouzet, Pro- 
viseur du Prytaner, &e. &c. Of this pro- 
duction, the Redectewr of Le Publiciste 
observes, “ ‘he intenticn of this trans- 
lation is not difficu't to discover. M, 
Crouzet, struck with the singular cor- 
respondence between the Psalm and the 
extraordinary events which astonish Eu- 
rope, wishes to make the public sensible 
of the propriety of the application. 
The tran lator was under no necessity 
to alter or pervert the text, to adapt it to 
the circumstances in view.—The P:alm- 
ist’s ideas and expressions naturally offer 
themselves, and his version is so faith- 
ful that one might suppose it had been 
transbited a century ago, and of cour-e 
without any intention of applying it te 
the affairs of the present time—On the 
other hand, if one could divest oneself 
of the idea of a Psalm, one might easily 
suppose it to be a panegyric upon the 
Emperor (of Frauce.) or, an imitation 
of the Hebrew manner; and the appli- 
cations are perfectly in character, come 
pared with the orizinal. M. Crouzet’s 
first strophe exhibits a proof that he does 
not stand in need of much indulgence— 
it russ thus : 
Qaels sont ces apprets formidable ? 
Pourquoi d'un vain Orgueil enfles, 
Ces flots de peuple uunombrable 

Sont ils en tumulte assembles ? 

Les rois, les Princes de la terre 

he sont leves; des cris de guerre 

-Qnt frappe la voute des cicux. 


‘O evime ! O satrilege audace 


C’ et I’ oint du Scigneur que menace 

Cet armament sed :tiev. 

Fe this information, though 1 have 
never read Dr. Allix’s tract De Duplui 
Masia Aaventu, | beg leave to add, that 
exclusive of all the vanity and parade at- 
tached to the idea of a Military Mes iah, 
or harbinger to his kingdom, there seem 
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to be come very serious grounds in the 
sacred writing: for the Jewi h belief of 
the Mes:iah’s appearance in a two-fold 
character; first, as a sufferer; and, se- 
condly, as triumphant over his enemies. 
Ina philosophical or rational point of 
view, the Mellenium is nothing more or 
less than the g /den ege of Christianity. 
We have prooably had nearly enoush of 
its brazen and iron ages. Nor is it by 
any means surprising that one extre:ne 
should produce another. Scriptural y 
speaking, what may happen to the my»- 
tical Babylon of the New Testament, ts 
no more than that which formerly oc- 
curred to the proud, over-grown, oppres- 
sive, and dominee ing empire of the As- 
syrians. And this, as mere names can- 
not alter the nature of thines, may occur 
again, and continue ad infiaitum ; as long 
as the character of God and goodness 
sball stand in opposition to evil and op- 
pre sion. ‘The Divine gift of Christia- 
nity shall be wrested out of the hands of 
its abusers; and though it be admutted 
in Danic!, vii..27. that the kingdom or 
power shall be given to the people of 
the Saints of the Most High, 1t is posi- 
tively said, in verse 18, that the Saints 
or worthies shalltake the kingdom; an 
édea which implies force, or makin ; war. 
‘thus in a correspondent portion of 5. rip- 
ture, Rev. xxi v. 18. an angel takes up a 
stone like a great mill- tone, and casts it 
into the sea, saying, Thus with violence, 
shall Babylon, that great city, be thrown 
¢cown; not with the fooli-hnessof preach- 
Ing,as too many stil! dream ; nor yet like 
the wails of Jericho, by the sounding of 
rams” horns; but by the agency of great 
and mighty angels or messengers; nu- 
merous armies, hailstones of fire, horses, 
aod them that sit upon them. 

Here, if I thought Jewish authority 
would weigh against Chri tian prejudice, 
1 would urge the opinion of P i/o De 
Pram, et Pan. “ For as the oracle saith 
a man shall go forth, and warring against 
great and populous nations, shali over- 
come them; God sending help to the 
godly. ‘This man shal extend hi- con- 
quests fo the good of the conquer d, su 
as to be the strength of the emprre, and 
the head of the human race " (Whitby. 
—Here, by tlic Oracle, Philo under- 
stands the Holy Scriptures. ‘The teve- 
ries of the Jews in imagining their Me - 
siah shall rule all the world, are ridicu- 
lous; but Christians cannot now ¢ cape 
con ure, if they think the phra-es * al] 
Hagious agd all she kingdoms of the 
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earth,” are to be literally understood 
when the Scriptures speak of the general 
conversion which is promised and ex- 
pected. It is Christendom only that 
form. the nations with which the pro- 
phccies have to do; and it is only those 
kings of the earth, generally called the 
tun kings who are to be subdued by the 
power of the Messiah, as a chastisement 
tor their apostacy, and their alliance 
with the Antichristian interest, which 
was only to prevail for a time. Grante 
ins that Christianity may still be propa- 
gated in a much greater propoition than 
ever it has beer befo:e; it nwst fir-t of 
ail be purified at home, When Chris- 
tians have reformed themselves, they 
mag probabiy refo.m others. Proselytes 
shall no longer be made by the spirit of 
persecution, When the true greatness 
and uberal'ty of the ruling powers, in 
initation of what we have lately seen 
on the Continent, (though in the mid. 
of every excess) shall discourace and de- 
prive si dissnt Christians from persecut- 
ing cach other, and teach liberaliiy and 
forbearance cven towards Jews and Pa- 
gans, then shall missionaries cease to yo 
forth with my tery in one hand, and mwe- 
nace inthe other. ‘Then probab'y it may 
be that a man shall only be as a heathep 
and a publican, when he will not hear 
reason; and not merely for his rejection 
of the rant of blind zeal, and the whine 
of zffected picty. In fact, many great 
events will by and by unite in recalling 
Christians to the use of their judgment, 
and a due reg ord for the sacred charac- 
ter and attributes of the Deity. Among 
these I allude to the political restoration, 
or rather to.eration, of the Jews, whom 
Christians have hitherto deemed blas- 
pheme.s; I allude to the nullity of all 
the calculations relative to the suppo.ed 
destruction of the world and its inhabi- 
tants. Surely tho-e much abused Chris- 
tians who have long been in the habit 
of calling down vengeance upon each 
other, will be much disappointed whey 
they find that God neither comes down 
from heaven to avenge their quarrels, nor 
yet destroys hi. beautiful work of crea- 
tion under their fect. Surely when they 
find this judgment deferred and pro- 
t.acted beyeud the clue of all its contra- 
dictory <calulations, they will cease 
judsing each other. Surevy it is not too 
much to expect that they may then re- 
co lect that the Priestlevs, the Lindseys, 
and all the great and good advocates for 
peace aud charity had long since warned 
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chem that there was something rotten in 
all che dammnatory systems opposite to 
the henevolent and rational principles of 
the govpel. Jan:, your's, &c. 

W. HER. 

P. S. The King of Sweden has called 
sogether the Jews of hi, dominions, and 
forbidden them, on pain of the confisca- 
tan of their property to attend, or hold 
correspondence with the Sanhedrim at 
Paris.—The Polish Jews at Vienna, and 
other cities in Germany, have transmit- 
ted large sums of money to Warsaw, for 
the purpose of cloathing the Polish pa- 
triots who fo.low the French standard. 

LITERARY. 

Mr. Joseph Nightingale is preparing 
for publication an impartial View of the 
Orizin, Prosres:, Doctrines, Discipline, 
and Singular Customs of the Wesleyan 
Methodists, in a Series of Letters, ad- 
dressed to a Lady. This work is intended 
to in. lude several interesting particu!ars 
iclative tothe divi ions which have taken 

lace among the Methodi.ts since the 
death of Mr. Wesley, and wiil be inter- 
speried with a variety of curious ancc- 
dotes. 

ACADEMICAL PRIZFES.——The 

Gold and Silver Medals offered by Dr. 
William ‘Lurton, for the best poetical 
effusions to the Memory of Lord Nel- 
son, have been adjudged to Mr. Ralci.h 
Trevelyan, of St. Jobn's College, Cam- 
bridge; and the second, to Mr. Main- 
waring, of Brombow Hall, Cheshire, 
[hese compo-itions, together with some 
other pieces in the Latin and English 
language, will be published in the 
course of the ensuing Sp: int. 

A Scotch Gentleman, litely decea ed, 
has beqaeathed r2zccl. to be paid to the 
peteon who shall write the best treati-e 
on the followin: subject: “ The Evi- 
dence that there iv a Beiny, all-powerfal, 
wise, and geod, by whom every thing 
«uste: and to obviate the difficulties 
revarding his wiedam and goodness.” — 

ihe Ministers of the church of Aber- 
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deen, and the Profescors of the Colleges 
there, are to chuse three judges, to de- 
cide the merits Of the Essay. Pour hun- 
dred pounds will be given to the author 
of the second-best Fssays; and all come 
niunications are to be addressed to Alex. 
Galen, sq. Aberdeen. 

Mr. Grorce Dyer is proceeding 
with the “ Inquiry into the Srate of the 
Public Libraries of this Kingdom,” 
which was announced by him some ume 
ago. He has had free access to various 
yublic libraries in different parts of Eng- 
Lind, and has visited every one of those 
in Scotland; and he proposes, in pro- 
portion to his encouragement and oppor- 
tunities, to pursue his researches till he 
completed his design. ‘The Inquiry will 
mike 3 vols. and is intended to com- 
prehend a short account of every public 
library of a particular description in the 
island, torether with such biographical 
sketches and literary observations as will 
be naturally connected with such a work. 

The Rev. W. Maceet, Professor of 
Mathematics in the University of Dub- 
lin, has in the press a New Interpreta- 
tion of the Prophecy of the Seventy 
Weeks of Danicl, accompanied by Cri- 
tical Dissertations; together with an 
Appendix, enumeratmg the different 
& einks that have hitherto been pro- 
po-ed for i's solution. 

The Rev. Dr. Grecory has under- 
taken to be the Editor of a new edition 
of the Holy Scriptures, which wil con- 
tain the various readings of all the edi- 
tions and English translations of the 
Old and New Testaments : a Reference 
to Para'lel and Corresponding Passages, 
as in Canne’s Bible ; and a series of ix- 
planatory Nores, in the manner of tho-e 
annexed to the Furiorum ed't ons of the 


Clas.ics, “This edition will) ¢ i lustrated - 


with nearly one hundred coppes plates, 
engraved after the most admires Tro- 
ductions of the greatest ma.ters of the 
various schools of painting. 
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RELIGIOUS, 

Sermons by tdward Fyapson, A.M. 
to which is prefixed a Memoir of his 
tafe, Writings. and Keligvous Opinions. 
a vais. Bvo. al. as. 

A summary View of the Evidence and 
prects.ai Luportance of the ( Lristian Re. 


velation, in a Series of Discourses ad- 
dressed to young Persons. By ‘Vhomas 
Bel- ham, Minister of the Unita ian Cha- 
pelin Essex Street, 8vo. 4s. 

An Attempt to display the Original 
Evidences of Christianity in their Genu- 
we Sunplicity. By N. Nisbets, A. Mb 
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Rector of Tunstall. Svo. 44 6d. The Evidences of the Christian Relf- 

The Rule and Exercises of Holy Live gion, by the Rt. Hon, Joseph Addiyon, 
ing. By Jere. Taylor, D.D. By the with the Notes of the learned Gabriel 
Rev. Thomas Thirwall, M.A. Edi- Scigneux de Correvon, Coun ellor of 
tor. 7%. Lausanne, now first translated into En- 

An Abstract of the History of the glish, by the Rev. R. Purdy, D.D.. 8vo. 
Bible, for the use of Childrenand young —_— Preparation for Death, and the Pagable 
Persons; with Questions for Examina- of the Sower. ‘Two Sermons by the late 
tion, and a Sketch of Scripture Geogra- Rev. W. A. Gunn ts, 

hy, illustrated with Maps, By theRev. Periodical Accounts relating to the 

¥. Turner. Half-bound. 1s. Missions of the United Brethren estab- 

Select Portions of Psalms, extracted lished among the Heathens. No. 64. ts. 
from various Versions, with Hymns for The Young Christian's Guide. By C. 
the principal Festivals of the Church of Buck. 12mo. 3s. 

England. 2s. 6d. bound. An Affectionate Reception of the Gos- 

A Charge to the Clergy, at the Pri- pel; ‘Two Sermons by G. Clayton. Bvo. 
mary Visitation in August 1806, of the 2s. 
late Bishop of St. Asaph. 28. Funeral Sermon for the late Rev, §- 

‘The Beneficial Effects of the Christian Moody, with an Account of his Life. By 
Temper on Domestic Happiness, 2s.6d. G. Burder. 8vo. Is 

The Glory of the Heavens. By I. A Defence of Christian Liberty, in 
Basely, A.M. 4s. Answer to the Question,—Is the Call of 

A Sermon preached at Leicester, June a Church necessary to constitute a Prea- 
6, 1806, at a Visitation of the Rt. Rev. cher of the Gospel? 1s. 
the Lord Bishop of Lincoln, Bythe Hon. ‘The Guide of Youth; a Sermon to 
and Rev. H. Ryder, A. M. Rector of Young People at Sion Chapel. By W. 
Lutterworth. rs. 6d. Bennett, of Dursley. 8vo. ts. 

A Sermon preached at Leicester, Sep. A Sermon, occasioned by the Dacease 
9, 1806, at the Annual Mecting of the of the Rev. T. ‘lowle, B. D. preached 
Governors of the Leicester Infirmary. at Aldermanbury Postern, Dee. 14, 
By the Hon. and Rev. H. Ryder, A. M. 1806. By W. Kingsbury, M. A. And 
1s. 6d. the Address delivered at the Interment 

Primitive Truth, in a History of the in Bunhull Burial Ground, Dec. to. By 
laternal State of the Reformation, ex- John Kello. 8vo, 15. 6d. 
pressed by the early Reformers in their Popular Preaching Recommended by 
Writings; and in which the Question the Conduct of Christ asa ‘Teacher, in a 
concerning the Calvinism of the Church Sermon preached to the Supporters of 
ef England is determined by positive the Unitarian Fund, in Parliameny 
Fvidences. 8vo. 73. Court, Spittalfield-. Nov. 26, 1806. By’ 

Lectures on the Acts of the Apostles, Joshua ‘Toulmin ) D.to which is an~ 
delivered in the Parish Church of Stock- nexed the, Reportaf the Committee of 
ton-upon-T ees, during Lent, in the years the Unitarian Fund. 1s, 


1803, 4, 5,6. By John Brewster, A.M. POETICAL. 
Rector of Redmarshall, Durham, 2 vols. ‘The Shipwreck, a Poem. By Wil- 
$vo,3 maps. 14s. liam Faleoner,a sailor. The Text illus- 


Letters on Hereditary Depravity, ad- trated by additional Notes, and a Life of 
dressed to W. Wilberforce, esq. By A the Author. By J.S. Clarke, FR. S. 
Layman. 2d Edition. 1s. 6d. Vicar of Preston and Librarian to the 

The Impersonality of the Holy Ghost; Prince. Crown 8vo. 8 Engravingt. 12s. 
an Humble Endeavour to refute the Buonaparte, A Poem. 1s. 6d. 
Opinion that God and his Spirit are two” A Monody on the Death of the Right 
Distinct Persons. By John Marsom, Hone. J. Fox; by Hichard Payn- 
ad Edition, 6d. Kaight. 8vo. ts. ; 

A Charge delivered to the'Clergy of Solyman,a Tragedy. 2+. 6d. 
the Diocese of Durham, at the ordinary The Progress of a Corrupt Senator 
Visitation of that Diocese in the year’ Exemplified, in 6 shiracteristic engrav. 
1806. By E. Shate, Bishop of Durhart. ifgs, with illustration-in verse. Ay W. 
ts. 6d. M: Woodward, Esq. 4%. and” 7s. 6d, 

Essays onthe Language of Scriptute. Colored. 
By Jolin Sisnpson. 8vo. 
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Ole on the State of Europe, at the 
Chese of the Yeur 1806. ts. 6d. 

Musical Dramas; with Select Poems 
and Ballads. By J. Ranmic. 7:. 

MISCELLANY OUS. 

The Thi d Keport ot the Committee 
of the Patriotic Fund. 8vo. 7s. 6d. 

Letter on the Abolition of the Slave 
Trade. By W. Wilberforce, Esq. ad- 
dressed to the Freeholders and other In- 
habitants of Yorkshire. 6s. 

Fiower’s Po'itical Review and Month- 
ly Register, for January 1807. No. I. 
Sva 1s. 6d 

A Tour to Sheerez, by the route of 
Kaaroon, &c. With various Remarks 
on the Language, &c. of the Persians. 
By E. S. Warins, Esq. of the Bengal 
Establishment. 4to. Portraits, 11 5s. 
R. P. rh. 16s. 

Alwidgement of the Light of Nature, 
ursued in 7 vols. 8vo, In 1 large vol. 
vo. 

Essay on the Character of Ulysses, as 
delineated by Homer. By the late Rich. 
Mole, L. L.B. 38. 6d. 

Report of the Highland Society of 
Scotland, respecting the authenticity of 
Ossian’s Poems, Drawn up by Henry 
Mackenzie, Esq. S8vo. 1258. 

The History of Egypt from the car- 
liest Accounts of the Country, til! the 
expulsion of the French from Alexan- 
dria, in t801. By James Wilson, D. D, 
3 vols. vo. rh 1s. 

A Treatise on Indigence, exhibiting a 


general view of the different ranks of 
society in England and Wales. By P. 
Colquhoun, eq L. L. D. 8vo. 7s. 6d, 

South American Independence; or 
the Emancipation of South America, the 
Glory and lnterest of England. By Wm, 
Burke. 4s. 

Observations on Reversionary Pay- 
ments. By Richard Price, D.D. F. RLS, 
‘The whole newly arranged and enlarged 
by Algebraical and other Notes. By Ww. 
Morgan, F.R.S. 2vols. vo. 18s, 

A Detailed Account of the Battle of 
Austerlitz. By the Avstrian Major Ge- 
neral Stutterhum; with Notes. By a 
French officer. Translated frem the 
F ench, by Major Pine Coffin. &8vo. 

‘Travels in Scot'and. by an Unusual 
Route; with a trip to the Orkneys and 
Hebrides. By the Rev. Jas, Liall, A. M. 
2 vols. royal 8vo 41. 6s. 

General Biography. By John Aikin, 
M.D. The Rev. T. Morgan, &c. vol. 
Vi. gto. rh ris. 6d. 

Modern Geography, on a new Plan. 
By John Pinkerton, With an Astrono- 
mical Introduction. By the Rev. 5. 
Vince, A. M.F.R.S. Maps, &c, &e. 
3 vols. gto. 61. 6s. 

Observazions on the Fairy Queen of 
Spencer. By Thomas Warton, A. M. 
2 vols. 8vo. 14s. 

Elistory af the Westminster and Mid- 
dlesex Elections, in the Month of No- 
vember, 1806. 8vo. 9s. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 





The Secretary of the Unitarian Fund has received 21. as an annual sub cription 


to that Inititution, from the Accidental Disevs erer, whose letter to us was noticed 
in our lat number, and takes this only opportunity of acknowledging the liberality 
ef the unknown friend. We have also received another letter from the same 
gentiquan expressing the lively interest he takes in the success of the Monthly 
Rept ry, and pointing out a variety of means of making it known among ration- 
wl Christians. Those methods arc now pursuing ; with what effect, time must 
ceteripine. There wants but a few such ardent friends to our work, as the Acci- 
dental Duscowerer, to place it on @ level with the most fortunate of its competitors 
dot pic favour. 

Wa have received two lctters, in answer to the enguiry of the Accidental Dise 
~perea, concerning the York Academy, by C. C. and Neocomensis, which will 
appeay in our next. 

he letter siened S. complagming of ovr Obituary of the Rey. T. Towle, and 
L¥oureging some mistakes into which we are supposed to have fallen, we will cheer- 
fully dasert ip our ensuine number, notwithstanding the “ unfriendly” spirit, 
whic't it breathes, if the writer will send ushisname. It cannot be expeeted that 
we stwuld yie'd credit to an anonymous writer ih oppo-ition to a corre: pondent of 
naguéstionable veracity, by whoa the article alluded to was drawn up. 

‘Q's Di fsice of his letter oh card- laying, Whistoniys’s second letter on 
$.ond. visitation Sermon, and Gogmavog, shall appear in the ensuing number, 2nd 


Misi} ther \oreresting ses munications as early a0 possfble. 
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